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To all SNMGM Members: 

Well it is here, Summer and it is hot. During the summer we try to do 
local trips and things that are inside. But, Cliff Jackson is hosting a final 
summer outdoor trip to the Tempiute mine on June 24th. My wife and I 
went up to the area and found some really nice specimens, but it was 
hot so be prepared. 

With regard to the shop, we need volunteers to be trained for Supervi-
sors. I did not have one last Sunday, so I had to close up the shop, but 
Mary Beth did have the Kids club there, so there was some activity. Re-
member that each shift that someone does gets a free hour of shop 
time.  

Mary Beth Paladino is back to work with the Kids, and if you get a chance 
thank her for her continued dedication to them.  

Peggy Sue Moore and Del Walkenshaw are close to getting the faceting 
machines up and running, we do need a few more items, but classes will 
resume shortly.  

I am waiting for parts on one saw, and we are having issues with another 
one, but we are not quite sure what it is. Also, I will be ordering a new 
16” saw, Frank Timbers will be getting the Bank Account ready for me do 
so, so this will help. 

As always, be safe this summer and enjoy.  

Wayne Muth  

President SNGMS  

June 2017 

 !!! Our PRESIDENT’ S Birthday this month!!!! 
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       Field Trips 

 
February 2018: Peggy Sue Moore will be coordinating a multi-day trip to Burro Creek, AZ in concert with 
Jodi Brewster, the President of the Gila County Gem And Mineral Society and the newly elected Arizona/
Nevada Director for RMFMS. 

Saturday June 24th:  As announced at the May 1st General Meeting, Cliff Jackson will be leading an-
other trip to the Tempiute Mine on June 24th.  At 9 am everyone will meet at the Loves station on I-
15 and US 93, from there you go north past Alamo to Ash Springs, where you can get gas, restroom 
stop, and meet up for the final leg of the trip, which will head up toward Rachel.  Rachel has no real 
services, such as gasoline.  

Getting to the site is mostly paved road.  You can drive most of the way up, with a small area to park 
if you do not have the proper vehicle. The road is rough when turning off the main road. Being on this 
trip a few weeks ago, the road is rough getting there, with some strong slopes. 

High clearance and 4 wheel drive is needed. Bring plenty of water, and a lunch, snacks, etc. If you wish 
to stay out longer, I do not suggest it, I would stay with the group for safety reasons. It will be hot in 
the afternoon,  but again this is up to you if you wish to stay longer. If you want to set up a shade can-
opy, that will be good.  

The site has a lot of various items, Garnets, Galena, pyrite, etc.   A bucket, rock hammer, gloves are 
recommended. 

Strong flashlights are need to explore the mine there. 

Wayne Muth 

Saturday July 22th:  Cindy has graciously organized a trip for the club to the Nevada State Museum on July 
25th from 9:00—11:00 am.  We have room for only 20 people. If you are interested in attending this, 
please limit the amount of people to 2 and they must both be members. I will set up a list and then an al-
ternate list.  Please realize that with the limited amount of spots, only if you are sure you can go, make a 
reservation.   

Also I will not take reservations until June 25th, 2017. Email me on or after the 25th.   

Wayne Muth 

SNGMS President 

                                             

                                                      
Directions to the Nevada State Museum are on page 7                    
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On June 1st, 2017, the regular Board of Directors meeting of the Southern Nevada Gem and Mineral Soci-
ety was called to order at 6:00 PM by the president. The secretary was present. The pledge of allegiance 
to the flag was recited. 
 
The minutes for the April 27th, 2017 meeting were approved as read. 
 
The treasurer was not present so no reports were available. 
 
Shop Report:  The ‘B’ saw arbor and bearing are being replaced. The ‘D’ saw motor needs to be rebuilt. 
The revision of the Shop Rules is needed. The current rules will be sent to all Board Members for their in-
put into changes or additions needed. 
 
The need for additional Shop Supervisors was discussed and an incentive of shop time for shifts worked 
was discussed. 
 
Unfinished Business: 
 
The faceting class should be resuming soon. 
 
New Business: 
 
John Stackhouse proposed, seconded by Scott Edwards, and approved by the Board that “the member-
ship be asked to approve purchase of a new 16 inch saw, not to exceed $2,500.00.” The replaced saw will 
be either offered to members for purchase or kept as a backup. 
 
The possibility of securing off-site storage for old records, etc., that are currently stored in the Shop was 
discussed to increase usable Shop space. 
 
Scott Edwards proposed, seconded by John Stackhouse, and approved by the Board, that “the meeting be 
adjourned. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:55 

SNGMS Board meeting minutes for 6/1/2017 

           Shop Talk by Del Walkenshaw 

Doublets and Triplets: A while back at the shop we were talking about opals and the term 

doublets and triplets came up. So here’s a brief overview of the subject which can be ap-

plied to other minerals. Doublets: Opals that form in seams can be very thin and one way to 

show off the beauty of these stones is to back them with another stone or epoxy ( Fig 1).  

Normally the backing stone is black obsidian or something similar. 

Both are lapped flat and cemented with a black adhesive. After 

curing , the opals are polished but left flat or slightly domed so as 

not to grind away the precious opal.  This backing method is also 

used with turquoise but typically there is enough turquoise to produce a domed cabochon .  

(Cont.Page 5) 

Fig 1 

                     OPAL DOUBLET 
  

          BLACK                                                                                          OPAL 

        CEMENT                                    BACKING                                                                                     
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All the establishments featured on page 4 offer 

discounts to SNGMS members.  Be sure to 

show your membership card when making a 

purchase, and say that the Southern Nevada 

Gem & Mineral Society sent you! 

Gold Rush Prospecting and Adventure 

Tours 

1311 Nevada Hwy. Ste. C 

Boulder City NV 89005 

702-982-7000 

www.goldrushpros.com 

Come Early! 
 

Be sure to come early on General 
Meeting nights, because between 5 and 
6 PM many of our 
talented members 
exhibit their works for 
your admiration and 
possible purchase.  
Cabochons, beadwork, 
silversmithed and wire 
wrapped jewelry, rock 
slabs, unfinished 
stones, and more are 
usually available. It is a 
good time to chat with other members 
and catch up on their latest creations. 

Discounts Available with your 

SNGMS membership 
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                           SNGMS General Meeting minutes for 6/5/2017 
 
On June 5th, 2017, the regular meeting of the Southern Nevada Gem and Mineral Society was called to 
order at 6:00 PM by the president. The secretary was present. The pledge of allegiance to the flag was 
recited. 
 
The minutes of the May 1st, 2017 meeting were approved as read. 
 
The treasurer was absent due to illness so no financial reports were available. 
 
The Cab contest for June, voted on at the July meeting, is a ‘sunshine’ cab. 
       
Committee Reports: 
 
Sunshine:  Bill Lemmon’s surgery was successful and he is in a physical rehab unit; Bill Kogan’s brother 
passed away; Beth Jones is doing much better; Lorrilee Stackhouse’s surgery is postponed. 
 
Membership: There are 355 adult and 51 child members. 
 
Federation and Show:  Sheri Johnson recognized and thanked all the Boulder City Jamboree volunteers 
for their service. 
 
Junior Members and Rock Stars: Mary Beth Paladino reported on the kid’s club and that the regular 
Sunday meeting will be June 11th at the Shop. 
 
Cliff Jackson will lead a field trip to the Tempiute Mine on June 24th. 
 
A behind the scenes guided tour of the Nevada State Museum will be on July 22th. It will be limited to 
the first 20 members who sign up. Wayne Muth will notify via email when sign up will start. 
 
Unfinished Business: 
 
The Shop users need to make more of an effort to clean the equipment and the Shop areas they use. 
 
New Business: 
 
Wayne explained that a new 16” saw is needed in the shop and that the Board proposed purchase not 
to exceed $2,500.00. Peggy Sue Moore proposed, seconded by John Stackhouse that, “the proposed 
saw be purchased.” The membership approved. 
 
Wayne discussed a shop time incentive to be offered to Shop Supervisors. 
 
The best cab contest winner was Debbie Bucknam. Second place was Kathy Sieloff. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:43 P.M. 

           Shop Talk  (continued from pg 3) 

 Triplets: The method is initially the same as for the doublets but a clear quartz cap is ce-

mented to the opal and then finished to a domed cabochon as shown below.  

Fig 2 
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SNGMS General Meeting 

1st Monday of every month 

(2nd Monday if holiday falls on 
the first Monday) No meeting in 
December. 

Non-members welcome! 

Eagles Lodge 1601 E Washington 
Ave. 

 

Show & Sell   5-6 PM 

General Meeting 6-8 PM 

So
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lvd. 

W. Sirius Ave. 

3111 So. Valley View Blvd, 

Building E Shop Suite 125 
 
 

W. Desert Inn Rd. 

Finding the Shop Location 

Proceeding west on Desert Inn Road, take the first right past So. Valley View Blvd. into 

the industrial park area. Drive past the building on your right, then jog right, then left 

E. Washington Ave. 
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Finding the General Meeting Location 

Eagles Lodge #1213 

1601 E Washington Avenue, Las Vegas, 

NV 

(702) 642-1213 

X 

    SNGMS 2017 Meetings  

Published monthly by: 
 Southern Nevada Gem & Mineral Society 

3111 S. Valley View Blvd, E-125  
Las Vegas, NV 89102 

The Kids Club meets on the second Sunday of most months at the SNGMS Shop from 3-5. As always, for 
more information, or to volunteer to lead an activity, or to help with an educational event contact 
Mary Beth Paladino at 702-255-1647 

 

Kids club / education activities 

Jan   05   Board 

         09   General 

Feb  02   Board 

         06   General 

Mar  02   Board 

         06   General 

         30   Board 

Apr   03  General 

          27  Board 

May  01  General 

Jun   01   Board 

         05   General  

Jul    06   Board

Jul    10  General 

Aug  03   Board 

         07   General 

Sep  07   Board 

        11    General 

        28    Board 

Oct  02    General 

Nov  02   Board 

         06   General 

Dec   None 

Annual Awards 

Banquet   

Board Meetings at Shop, 3111 Valley View 

Blvd. Bldg. E. Suite 125, General Meetings at 

Eagles Lodge, 1601 E. Washington Ave. 
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(continued from Pg 2) 

 The Nevada State Museum, Las Vegas is located on the north end of the campus of the Springs Preserve, 

which is located at Valley View and the 95 Freeway across the street from the Meadows Mall. DIRECTIONS:  

Exit HWY 95 at Valley View Blvd. and turn south.  

Turn left on Meadows Lane.  

Proceed through the gate and follow the road as it curves around to the upper parking lot. (Follow the  

arrows on the map below.) 

Park outside the State Museum as indicated on the map below, Rows A-H.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            Directions to the Nevada State Museum  

▪Go through the swinging gates. If they are locked, 

the code is C16.  

Enter the museum through the front doors.  

Meet at the Admissions Desk.  
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                                                         Classes 

 
Wire wrapping, led by Peggy Sue Moore or Scott Edwards , meets on most Mondays (except for the 
General Meeting night).  Hours for the class are 5 - 8 PM.  The fee is $5.00 for the shop and $1.00 pattern 
fee. 

 At this time there are no beading classes scheduled.  

Silver Smithing meets every Tuesday at 5 PM, with Sunny Green leading the class. This class is suitable for 
beginners, and also for intermediate to advanced students. 

Faceting classes will be changing. Upon the arrival of the new supplies, the faceting classes will be held 
from 10 to noon on two Saturdays a month. Please contact Sue Moore in advance to see if a machine is 
available. If you use club machines they are $5 an hour, no class fee. 

Scott Edwards is teaching Metalsmithing  and Miscellaneous Lapidary Arts every Saturday from 8-10 . 

Another knapping session will be organized. Watch for the announcement. The contact is Michael 
Kisner, (702) 285-2032.  

Wire wrapping, metal smithing, flint knapping, and silver smithing have a very modest donation of $5.00 
per session, that goes to the club. Faceting is $5.00 an hour, the cost of faceting machine use, or a flat 
$5.00 if you use your own machine. Other class donations may vary, depending on what is included in 
the class. All donations go to SNGMS, all instructors volunteer their time and expertise to help extend the 
knowledge of our members. 

 

Please if you hear of any SNGMS member in need of a bit of sunshine due to accident, illness, death in 

the family or other need, call Beth Jones at 702-505-5819 or email her at Punkyjones@hotmail.com 

(please put SNGMS Sunshine in the Subject) 

 

Bill Lemmon is doing well after surgery replacing 2 valves in his heart. He is in room 205 Healthsouth Desert 

Canyon Rehab Hospital 9175 W. Oquendo Rd, Las Vegas, NV 89148. His phone is 702 443-7125. There’s a 

good chance he may be going home by the end of June . 

Lorilee Stackhouse’s surgery has been delayed. And John’s back surgery has been CANCELLED! He is off all 

pain meds now. Awesome news! 

Bill Kogan’s brother passed away this last month. We send our thoughts and prayers to Bill and his family. 

Beth Jones is doing better. Back is not hurting except for twinges. Now just waiting on leg./ankle  to heal. 

from Beth Jones 

mailto:Punkyjones@hotmail.com
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Sunday  12 noon –5 PM 

Monday Closed 

Tuesday Closed 

Wednesday 12 noon - 9 PM 

Thursday  12 noon –9 PM 

Friday 12 noon - 9 PM 

Saturday 10 am – 6 PM 

SNGMS Workshop 

Schedule 

Please, under no circumstances, park in front of Unit 124 or Unit 126 (the units next to the 

Shop). The owners of the units come in at odd hours and need access to their parking 

spaces. There is ample parking across from the Shop that is not in front of any unit.  
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Shop Fee  

All equipment is now metered and charge will be: 

$0.50 per 1/10 hour actual use. 

SHOP Information 

 TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE CABOCHON CONTEST YOU MUST HAVE AT LEAST 

ONE HOUR OF SHOP TIME. THE WINNERS RECEIVE  FREE SHOP TIME.   “A 

SUNSHINE” cabochon will be the contest entry to be judged at the July 

general meeting. Good Luck. 
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If you have a June birthday please bring something for 

the refreshment table at the July meeting. 

A hearty welcome to members who joined or rejoined SNGMS . 

We look forward to getting to know you better 

. 

          June 

          July 

  

Dennis Barrack, Lisa Boka, Tim Boka, Michael Ess-Haghabadi, Claudai Fernandes, Mark Fernandes, Gene 

III Kandt, Sandy Matera, Roy Mobley, Chuck Morrison, Andrea Packo, Jenna Plein, Eric Ramos, Judy Ra-

mos, Kai Ramos, Becki Spencer, Charlie Spencer.  

Cindy Allison, Kaiden Bresgi, Julie Cooley, Scott Edwards, Betsy Gillis, Brenden Green, Luigi Iamele, Devynn 

Johnson, Ttrone Johnson, Jim Jones, Sylvia Ortega Jones, Cindy Krohn, Thomas Lawlor, Brain Lundberg, 

Katherine Matthews, Anita McClellan, George Messenger, Kyle Mills, Nelson Muniz, Diana Neroni, Jenna 

Plein, Eric Ramos, Eric Ramos, Kiera Rand, Francelia Roman de Gallup, Julian Smith, Charlie Spencer, Caity 

Stackhouse, Bill Suiter, Mary Switalla, Kim Wenzl, Orville Wiemers.  

Frank  Auerswald, Sr., Dennsi Barrack, Bonnie Brown, Roberto Calvera, John Cox, Claudia Crouse, Virginia 

Hales, Bill Hildebrandt, Holly Jaacks, Margaret Johnson, Sheri Johnson, Jeffery J. Justice, Michael Kirk, Bill 

Lemmon, Mark Leppert, Margaret Mahler, Chase Martin, Linda Martin, Livyana Muniz, Morgana Muniz, 

Monte Murphy, Wayne Muth, Craig Norman, Naomi Nozoe, Mary Beth Paladino, Judy Ramos, Kai Ramos, 

Jacob Rand, Keenan Rayford, John Sauer, Gail Seidner, Chad Smith, Jaine Soto, Jayda Sumner, Jim Swital-

la, Gail Wisniewski, Vincent Zebrowski.  
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Upcoming 

Events 
There are rock clubs throughout the United States and the 
computer is your friend in finding information about clubs 
and shows.  Just search for the area you are interested in 
and rock club and you should find plenty to keep you busy, 
wherever you are going. 

Saturday June 24th: Field trip to Tempiute Mine 
near Rachel, Nevada. 

Saturday July 22th: Club visit (limited to 20 
members) to the Nevada State Museum located 
on the campus of Springs Preserve, Las Vegas, 
Nevada. 

October 13th, 14th,15th:  2nd Annual Pahrump 
Gold Gem & Mineral Show. For vendor 
information contact Jane Goodrow at 702 218-
0428 or by email: 
pahrumpgoldgemandmineralshow@gmail.com 

October 20th, 21st, 22nd: Logandale Fall Festival, 
Clark County Fairgrounds, Logandale, Nevada. 
info@logandalefallfestival.com 

February 2018:  A multi-day field trip to Burro 
Springs, Arizona, Peggy Sue Moore will be 
coordinat this trip. 

 
American Federation Of Mineralogical Societies- 

http://www.amfed.org 

California Federation -  

http://www.cfmsinc.org/ 

Rocky Mountain Federation -  

http://www.rmfms.org 

and the Rock & Gem website  -  

http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?

ShowState=ALL 

Committee Chairmen 
 

Bulletin…………………….Del Walkenshaw & Deb Koladziej 

                                        desertartsupply@aol.com 

ByLaws…………………….Scott Edwards 

Communications……..Toni Blackwell sngmsnews@gmail.com 

Education………………….Mary Beth Paladino 

Federation………………..Sheri Johnson 

Alt. Federation………....Peggy Sue Moore 

Field Trip…………………..open    

Financial Manager…...George Messenger  

Shop Foreman …….….Ron Johnson 

Historian……………………Jack Toogood 

Hospitality…………………Corinne Silvia 

Inventory…………………..Frank Timbers 

Librarian……………………Caity Stackhouse                

 mynameiscaity@gmail.com 

Membership……………..John Stackhouse 702-239-0437 

New Member Liaison… Open 

Program…………………….Cindy Allison 

Publicity…………………….Scott Edwards 

Raffle…………………………Rimma Muth 

50-50 Raffle……………...Orville and Lisa Weimers  

Refreshments…………...Rita Bergeron 

Rock Stars………………….Mary Beth Paladino…...702-255-1647 

Rock Hounds 

Show Chairperson……..Sheri Johnson 

Sunshine……………….…..Beth Jones 

Webmaster……………....Jack Toogood……….......702-642-4788 

Contact any Board member to volunteer for a position, or a 

Committee Chairman to offer to help on their committee. 

2017 Board of Directors 
President:   Wayne Muth rimwayno@outlook.com                  

Vice-President:   Beth Jones punkyjones@hotmail.com 

Secretary:   Lorrilee Stackhouse 702-631-5291 

Treasurer:   Frank Timbers 702-228-0889 

  ftimbers@centurylink.net 

One year Board: Ron Johnson   

Parliamentarian:   Scott Edwards 

One Year Board Remaining: Steve Wilson 

Two Year Board Remaining:  John Stackhouse 

Three Year Board:   Jason Fabbi 

  jjnevada@outlook.com 

Past President/One Year Board:   Peggy Sue Moore 
  

Contact any Board member to volunteer for a posi-

tion, or a Committee Chairman to offer to help on 

their committee. 

Some links that you may find helpful are:  

http://www.cfmsinc.org/
http://www.cfmsinc.org/
and%20the%20Rock%20&%20Gem%20website%20%20-%20http:/www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?ShowState=ALL
and%20the%20Rock%20&%20Gem%20website%20%20-%20http:/www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?ShowState=ALL
mailto:sngmsnews@gmail.com
mailto:mynameiscaity@gmail.com
mailto:rimwayno@outlook.com
mailto:sngms2013@gmail.com
mailto:ftimbers@centurylink.net
mailto:jjnevada@outlook.com


 

www.snvgms.org 

Southern Nevada Gem & Mineral Society 

3111 S. Valley View Blvd, E-125  

Las Vegas, NV 89102 

 

Return Service Requested 

  

The Southern Nevada Gem and Mineral Society is a non-profit corporation, organized to educate ourselves 

and the community in the science and arts related to rocks, minerals, gems, fossils, and nature in general.  

Fostering an understanding and appreciation of the physical world, we can use it and protect it for future 

generations.  
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Membership is open to anyone with an interest in: 
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