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       SNGMS Board meeting minutes for 2/2/2017 

To all SNGMS Members: 

2017 has started and I want to let you know about the exciting things 
that we have coming up. 

I know that many people have gone or will be going to Quartzsite AZ, 
so I hope you find what you want, and always be safe 

Field Trips, I have a tentative schedule for the year, this is always sub-
ject to change, but I think we will be able to do every month. I am 
working with Bill Wertz of Pahrump to take us to some locations in the 
Pahrump area. 

We are also working on going to a few of the local museums during the 
summer to avoid the heat. 

 
On February 2nd, 2017, the regular Board of Directors meeting of the 
Southern Nevada Gem and Mineral Society was called to order at 6:00 PM 
by the president. The secretary was present. The pledge of allegiance to 
the flag was recited. 
 
The minutes of the January 5th, 2017 meeting were approved as read. 
 
The treasurer reported the bank balances, and that the net income for Jan-
uary was negative. 
 
Shop Report:  Ron Johnson proposed, seconded by Frank Timbers, and 
approved by the Board, that “an 18 inch saw blade be purchased as a back 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
                                                               (Continued from Page 1) 

                                                             Romantic Stones 
I want to thank Andrea Vidmar for providing us, especially this Valentine season, with some excerpts for Stones of 

Love. I won’t be able to include all, but enjoy. There are many crystals and stone historically and metaphysically asso-

ciated with love. Different stones are associated in mystical lore with different aspects  of love, whether is be love in 

general, self-love, unconditional love or romantic, passionate love. 

Amethyst - The birthstone for February is said to give strength and courage to open one’s heart and mind to love. 

Amber - (Organic Gem) A Lithuanian amber myth tells the story of lost love. Perkunas, God of Thunder, was the fa-

ther God and his daughter Jurate, a mermaid who lived in an amber palace in the Baltic. A fisherman named Kastytis 

cast his nets to catch fish from Jurate’s kingdom. The goddess set her mermaids to warn him to cease fishing in the 

kingdom, when he didn’t stop, Jurate went to demand he stop. It was love at first sight for both of them. Perkunas, 

knowing Jurate was promised to Patrimpas, God of Water, was furious to find his daughter in love with a mortal. He 

destroyed the palace with a bolt of lightning and killed her  mortal lover. When storms in the Baltic stir the sea, frag-

ments of amber wash ashore, pieces in the shape of tears are treasured, as they are said to be the tears from Jurate. 

Emerald - (Romantic Passionate) A revealer of truths, it is reputed to cut through all illusions and spells, and was con-

sidered to reveal the truth or falsity of a lover’s oath. 

Lapis Lazuli - The Romans used lapis as an aphrodisiac. 

Topaz - True love, Spiritual love. 

Rose Quartz  Crystals- It is known as the “love stone” as the message it emits is a strong vibration of unconditional 

love, joy, warmth and emotional healing. The beautiful pink  crystal has a powerful energy that resonates within both 

the heart charka and the higher heart charka, the area related to compassion. 

The Boulder City Jamboree is on May 6th and 7th. We will need volunteers, but all activities will be inside, 

except the GeoSaw. We will be offering prizes to the most hours one has volunteered, as well as some oth-

er gifts, possibly including free shop time. 

 

With regard to the claim that is noted in the Board Meeting Minutes, the claim was resubmitted, and we 

have received the Documentation and Finalization that it is ours  from the BLM. The claim was marked 

about six weeks ago, and though there was an over site, there is no need to worry, it is ours. 

 

The shop is up and running , and we bought a new 18’ Slab Saw, so we can have a better running shop. 

Please remember the shop and our activities are for members only. 

 

Pleas note that we are working on getting a better way to dump water and clean rock. We have some ide-

as, but we have to figure it out, please bear with us. 

 

All in all is going to be a fun year, and look forward to it. 

 

Keep Rocking,  Wayne Muth 
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     Field Trips for February, March & April 

 

 

 

 

 

                    

                                                                             

                    SNGMS Board meeting minutes 

                              (continued form page 1) 

Feb 18th trip to Eagle Mt. for in situ agate 

Mar 18th to Field Road, meeting in Baker. More details will be emailed. 

April 8th, 9th 10th and 11th. This year’s annual club trip is to the Tonopah, Nevada area.   

 
John Stackhouse proposed, seconded by Frank Timbers, and approved by the Board, that “back up wheels 
be purchased for the Cab Kings, not to exceed $850.00.” 
 
Holes need to be drilled in the flat lap disks, either a member who can do the work must be found or a 
machine shop capable of it must be located. 
 
Unfinished Business: 
 
Frank Timbers proposed, seconded by Beth Jones, and approved by the Board, that “a dump sink and as-
sociated hardware be purchased and installed in the shop, costing approximately $250.00.” 
 
Purchase of new locks for doors and cabinets, approved at the January meeting, will be suspended for 
now. 
 
Graves has an SNGMS faceting machine sent for recalibration and they are not responding to our inquir-
ies. A letter has been sent to them and if there is no response a certified mail letter will be sent. 
 
The July schedule of meeting dates will be changed to avoid meeting on the long July 4th holiday week-
end. 
 
New Business: 
 
There will be a field trip with the Pahrump group, meeting at the Amargosa Opera House in February. 
 
The Rocky Mountain Federation Show is March 17-20 in Albuquerque, NM. Sue Moore will be the SNGMS 
representative. 
 
The Ore Car claim lapsed and has been resubmitted. 
 
The Kids Club Egg Hunt will be Saturday, March 25th, location to be determined. 

 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:53 PM. 
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All the establishments featured on page 4 offer 

discounts to SNGMS members.  Be sure to 

show your membership card when making a 

purchase, and say that the Southern Nevada 

Gem & Mineral Society sent you! 

Gold Rush Prospecting and Adventure 

Tours 

1311 Nevada Hwy. Ste. C 

Boulder City NV 89005 

702-982-7000 

www.goldrushpros.com 

Come Early! 
 

Be sure to come early on General 
Meeting nights, because 
between 5 and 6 PM 
many of our talented 
members exhibit their 
works for your 
admiration and possible 
purchase.  Cabochons, 
beadwork, 
silversmithed and wire 
wrapped jewelry, rock 
slabs, unfinished 
stones, and more are 
usually available. It is a good time to 
chat with other members and catch up 
on their latest creations. 

Discounts Available with your 

SNGMS membership 
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                           SNGMS General meeting minutes for 2/6/2017 

On February 6th, 2017, the regular meeting of the Southern Nevada Gem and Mineral Society was called 
to order at 6:00 PM by the president. The secretary was present. The pledge of allegiance to the flag was 
recited. 
 
The minutes of the January 9th, 2017 meeting were approved as corrected. 
 
The treasurer gave his report: The net income for January was negative. The new 18” saw was paid for 
from the sweep account. 
 
The cab contest for March will be a green cab. 
       
Committee Reports: 
 
Sunshine:  Barb Maz had a knee replacement and is healing well. Bill Lemmon is feeling under the weath-
er and is having some testing done. Sue Lotharo is doing OK after a vehicle accident. John Stackhouse is 
doing much better. 
 
Shop: The shop is operational with the new saw not in use yet as we are awaiting a blade. The worn Cab 
King wheels will be replaced this week. 
 
Membership: Remember you needed to renew your membership by Dec 31st. You can no longer retain 
continuous membership by paying a reinstatement fee, since Jan 31st has passed. There are 258 adult 
and 35 child members. 
 
Federation and Show:  Rocky Mountain Federation show is in Albuquerque this year and Sue Moore will 
be our representative there. February 11th at the shop will be a Spring Jamboree Show meeting at 11 AM 
followed by a Picture Day at 12 Noon to about 2 PM. Bring your best specimens and projects to be photo-
graphed. Some photos will be chosen to be used for publicity postcards for the Show. 
 
Field Trip: Lloyd Chayette will be our Field Trip chair with help from other members. Feb 18th will be joint 
with Pahrump group. Meet at the Amargosa Opera House for the trip to Eagle Mt. for in situ agate. A trip 
is also planned on March 18th to Field Road. 
 
April 8, 9, 10, and 11 will be the annual outing. It will be centered in Tonopah with trips out of there. Get 
your room or RV space now. There is a Best Western as well as the Tonopah Station for rooms. 
 
Jr. Members and Rock Stars: The February 12th meeting, 3-5 PM, will include framing a calcedony rose 
for a Valentine's day project and crystal construction and distribution of crystal specimens. March 26th 
will be the annual Egg Hunt, location to be announced later. 
 
Unfinished Business: 
 
A dump sink will be purchased and installed in the shop. The July meetings will be Board - July 6, and 
General - July 10. 
 
New Business: 
 
C.T. Yu will give a demo at the shop on February 9. 
 
The best cab contest winners, Ron Johnson and Bruce Martin were tied for first place. 
 
Frank Timbers proposed, seconded by Jim Jones, and approved by the membership that, “the meeting be 
adjourned.” 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:14 P.M. 
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SNGMS General Meeting 

1st Monday of every month 

(2nd Monday if holiday falls on 
the first Monday) No meeting in 
December. 

Non-members welcome! 

Eagles Lodge 1601 E Washington 
Ave. 

 

Show & Sell   5-6 PM 

General Meeting 6-8 PM 

So
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W. Sirius Ave. 

3111 So. Valley View Blvd, 

Building E Shop Suite 125 
 
 

W. Desert Inn Rd. 

Finding the Shop Location 
Proceeding west on Desert Inn Road, take the first right past So. Valley View Blvd. into 

the industrial park area. Drive past the building on your right, then jog right, then left 

E. Washington Ave. 
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Finding the General Meeting Location 

Eagles Lodge #1213 

1601 E Washington Avenue, Las Vegas, 

NV 

(702) 642-1213 

X 

    SNGMS 2017 Meetings  

The Kids Club meets on the second Sunday of most months at the SNGMS Shop from 3-5. As always, for 
more information, or to volunteer to lead an activity, or to help with an educational event contact 
Mary Beth Paladino at 702-255-1647 
 
 
                          Saturday, March 25th will be the annual Egg Hunt, location to be announced later. 

 

Kids club / education activities 

Jan   05   Board 

         09   General 

Feb  02   Board 

         06   General 

Mar  02   Board 

         06   General 

         30   Board 

Apr   03  General 

          27  Board 

May  01  General 

Jun   01   Board 

         05   General 

         29   Board 

Jul    03   General 

Aug  03   Board 

         07   General 

Sep  07   Board 

        11    General 

        28    Board 

Oct  02    General 

Nov  02   Board 

         06   General 

Dec   None 

Annual Awards 

Banquet   

Board Meetings at Shop, 3111 Valley View 

Blvd. Bldg. E. Suite 125, General Meetings at 

Eagles Lodge, 1601 E. Washington Ave. 
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Published monthly by: 
 Southern Nevada Gem & Mineral Society 

3111 S. Valley View Blvd, E-125  
Las Vegas, NV 89102 

    Shop Talk 
 

 

 

 Peggy Sue was kind enough to forward some lapidary tidbits. The following chart  is a great  source . 

Recommended Polishes         For Lapidary Materials        from Benjamin E. Schmidt 

 Cerium 
 Oxide 

  Tin 
Oxide 

Linde 
   A 

Diamond Chrome 
  Oxide 

 Cerium 
 Oxide 

  Tin 
Oxide 

Linde 
   A 

Diamond Chrome 
  Oxide 

Actinolite       Labradoite        

Agate        Lapsi Lazuli         

Alabaster       Lepidolite       

Amazonite       Limestone          

Amber       Malachite         

Andalucite       Moonstone       

Amblygonite       Nephrite         

Apatite        Obsidian        

Aventurine       Onyx         

Azurite        Opal        

Apophyllite       Peridot         

Aragonite       Petrified  Wood          

Axinite       Phenocite       

Barite       Pollucite       

Benitoite       Quartz        

Beryl         Rhodochrosite         

Bloodstone       Rhodonite         

Brazilianite       Ruby       

Calcite       Rutile       

Cassiterite       Sapphire       

Celestite       Scapolite       

Cerossite       Scheelite       

Chrysoberyl       Serpentine         

Coral       Smithsonite       

Corundum       Sodalite       

Cubic Zirconia       Soslite       

Danburite       Spinel         

Datolite       Sphalerite       

Diopside       Spodumene       

Dioptase       Sunstone       

Diorite          Thompsonite       

Enstatite       Tiger Eye         

Epidote       Titanite(sphene)       

Euclase       Topaz         

Feldspar        Tourmaline         

Fluorite        Turquoise         

Garnet           Unakite       

Goldstone        Varicite         

Hematite       Vesuvianite       

Hickoryite       Williamsite       

Howlite          Wonderstone        

Hyphersthene       Wlfenite       

Jadite          Zircon       

Jasper          Ziosite       

Kyanite             
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                                                         Classes 

Wire wrapping, led by Peggy Sue Moore meets on most Mondays (except for the General Meeting night).  
Hours for the class are 5 - 8 PM.  

Feb 13th:  Crystal Heart ( 21ga square soft wire, 21ga half-round soft wire, at least 12  each 6mm beads)  

Feb  20th : Beaded Bezel ( 21ga square soft wire, 21ga  half-round soft wire, at least 30mmx40mm 
cabochons. 

Feb 27th: Bead and Weave Rectangle ( 20ga round wire, 24ga round wire, either 3mm beads or 8 seed 
beads, enough to fit on the 24 gauge round wire for a length of estimated 8 inches. 

 At this time there are no beading classes scheduled.  

Silver Smithing meets every Tuesday at 5 PM, with Bill Lemmon leading the class. This class is suitable for 
beginners, and also for intermediate to advanced students. . 

Faceting classes are continuing on Sunday morning from 8 - Noon and are open to new students at this 
time. Please contact Sue Moore in advance to see if a machine is available. If you use club machines they 
are $5 an hour, no class fee. 

Scott Edwards is teaching Metalsmithing  and Miscellaneous Lapidary Arts every Saturday from 8-10 . 

Another knapping session will be organized. Watch for the announcement. The contact is Michael 
Kisner, (702) 285-2032.  

Wire wrapping, metal smithing, flint knapping, and silver smithing have a very modest donation of $5.00 
per session, that goes to the club. Faceting is $5.00 an hour, the cost of faceting machine use, or a flat 
$5.00 if you use your own machine. Other class donations may vary, depending on what is included in 
the class. All donations go to SNGMS, all instructors volunteer their time and expertise to help extend the 

  

                  
  

  

  

Please if you hear of any SNGMS member in need of a bit of sunshine due to accident, illness, 

death in the family or other need, call Beth Jones at 702-505-5819 or email her at 

Punkyjones@hotmail.com (please put SNGMS Sunshine in the Subject) 

 

Best wishes to Bill Lemon and Frank Auerswald for a speedy recovery 

from Beth Jones 

mailto:Punkyjones@hotmail.com
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Sunday  12 noon –5 PM 

Monday Closed 

Tuesday Closed 

Wednesday 12 noon - 9 PM 

Thursday  12 noon –9 PM 

Friday 12 noon - 9 PM 

Saturday 10 am – 6 PM 

SNGMS Workshop 

Schedule 

Please, under no circumstances, park in front of Unit 124 or Unit 126 (the units next to the 

Shop). The owners of the units come in at odd hours and need access to their parking 

spaces. There is ample parking across from the Shop that is not in front of any unit. 

P
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Shop Fee  

All equipment is now metered and charge will be: 

$0.50 per 1/10 hour actual use. 

SHOP Information 

 TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE CABOCHON CONTEST YOU MUST HAVE AT LEAST 

ONE HOUR OF SHOP TIME. THE WINNERS RECEIVE  FREE SHOP TIME.  A 

green cabochon will be the contest entry to be judged at the March 

general meeting. Good Luck. 



 

PAGE 10 the polished slab                  February 2017 

Bonnie Brown, Lesley DeFalco, Don Emerson, Todd Esgue, Adam Q. Fink, Jim Gawura, 

Jeffery A. Goldsberry, Ann Harris, Martin Hause, Bill Hildebrandt, Lynn Hraciar, Nancy 

Huffine, Randy Huffine, Tyrone Johnson, Thomas Larson, Yvonne Larson, Yan Liu, Evan 

Maynes, Rhiannon Maynes, Kyle Mills, Lisa Morgan, Beverlee Newcomb, Nelsen Nishida, Al-

lison Oshodi, Remi Oshodi, Mark Pruter, Mabel Quinto, Michael Rawlins, Margie Rawlins, 

Patricia Rzesnowiecky, Stefan Rzesnowiecky, Locksley Sinclair, Trinity Sinclair, James Testa, 

Lorraine Testa, Karl Workman, Vincent Zabrowski 
 

If you have a March birthday please bring something 

for the refreshment table at the March meeting. 

A hearty welcome to members who joined or rejoined SNGMS . 

We look forward to getting to know you better 

. 

Martin Hause, Patricia  Rzesnowiecky, Locksley Sinclair, Margie Rawlins, Paizley Bresgi, Marco Briceno, 

Bentia Persaud, James Walkenshaw, Curt Krohn, Carol Kuykendall, Jerrett Justice, Kristin Hasting, Dave 

Munkres, H. Allen Stratton, Annabelle Hymer, Cheryl Murphy, Holly Strother, Kerry Wenzl, Richard John-

son, Kerin Landry, F. J.(Mike) Coache, Ryan Young, Adam Q. Miller, Cliff Jackson. 

         February 

           March 

Marie Antonette Arient, Tina Bates, Elizabeth Brooks, Ken Bucknam, Victor Cantu Jr., Allison Chayette, 

Diane Hale, Daune Hashimoto, James Hightower, Wanda Hightower, Lynn Hraciar, Cozette Hymer, 

Ronald Johnson, Joy Justice, Cheryl Milne, Linda Murie, Elana Paladino, Corinne Silvia.  
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Upcoming 

Events 
There are rock clubs throughout the United States and the 
computer is your friend in finding information about clubs 
and shows.  Just search for the area you are interested in 
and rock club and you should find plenty to keep you busy, 
wherever you are going. 

Mar 25-26, 2017 10:00am-3:00pm, Valley of 

Fire State Park -  Annual Valley of Fire Atlatl Event. 

Saturday: Demonstrations, ISACs (scorred target 
shooting), and Moche Toss. There will also be 
atlatls available for those who do not own an 
atlatl but wish to particiapate in the competion. 

Sunday: Persistent Hunters’ Challenge and more 
ISACs. The event is free however there is an 
entrance fee to get into the park -  waived for the 
World Atlatl Association Members. 

Mar 25, 2017 10:00am-4:00pm Desert Art 

Supplies’ Rock  & Gem-Boree  Open House 

May 6-7, Boulder City Jamboree, We need 

volunteers. 

 

 

 

California Federation -  

http://www.cfmsinc.org/ 

Rocky Mountain Federation -  

http://www.rmfms.org 

and the Rock & Gem website  -  

http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?

ShowState=ALL 

Committee Chairmen 
 

Bulletin…………………….Del Walkenshaw & Deb Koladziej 

                                        desertartsupply@aol.com 

ByLaws…………………….Scott Edwards 

Communications……..Toni Blackwell sngmsnews@gmail.com 

Education………………….Mary Beth Paladino 

Federation………………..Sheri Johnson 

Alt. Federation………....Peggy Sue Moore 

Field Trip…………………..open    

Financial Manager…...George Messenger  

Shop Foreman …….….Ron Johnson 

Historian……………………Jack Toogood 

Hospitality…………………Corinne Silvia 

Inventory…………………..Frank Timbers 

Librarian……………………Caity Stackhouse                

 mynameiscaity@gmail.com 

Membership……………..John Stackhouse 702-239-0437 

New Member Liaison… Open 

Program…………………….Cindy Allison 

Publicity…………………….Scott Edwards 

Raffle…………………………Rimma Muth 

50-50 Raffle……………...Orville and Lisa Weimers  

Refreshments…………...Rita Bergeron 

Rock Stars………………….Mary Beth Paladino…...702-255-1647 

Rock Hounds 

Show Chairperson……..Sheri Johnson 

Sunshine……………….…..Beth Jones 

Webmaster……………....Jack Toogood……….......702-642-4788 

Contact any Board member to volunteer for a position, or a 

Committee Chairman to offer to help on their committee. 

2017 Board of Directors 
President:   Wayne Muth rimwayno@outlook.com 

                    sngms2013@gmail.com 

Vice-President:   Beth Jones sngms2013@gmail.com 

Secretary:   Lorrilee Stackhouse 702-630-6796 

Treasurer:   Frank Timbers 702-228-0889 

  ftimbers@centurylink.net    

Parliamentarian:   Scott Edwards 

One Year Board Remaining: Steve Wilson 

Two Year Board Remaining:  John Stackhouse 

Three Year Board:   Jason Fabbi 

  jjnevada@outlook.com 

Past President/One Year Board:   Peggy Sue Moore 
  

Contact any Board member to volunteer for a posi-

tion, or a Committee Chairman to offer to help on 

their committee. 

Some links that you may find 
helpful are:  

http://www.cfmsinc.org/
http://www.cfmsinc.org/
and%20the%20Rock%20&%20Gem%20website%20%20-%20http:/www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?ShowState=ALL
and%20the%20Rock%20&%20Gem%20website%20%20-%20http:/www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?ShowState=ALL
mailto:sngmsnews@gmail.com
mailto:mynameiscaity@gmail.com
mailto:rimwayno@outlook.com
mailto:sngms2013@gmail.com
mailto:sngms2013@gmail.com
mailto:ftimbers@centurylink.net
mailto:jjnevada@outlook.com


 

www.snvgms.org 

Southern Nevada Gem & Mineral Society 

3111 S. Valley View Blvd, E-125  

Las Vegas, NV 89102 

 

Return Service Requested 

  

The Southern Nevada Gem and Mineral Society is a non-profit corporation, organized to educate ourselves 

and the community in the science and arts related to rocks, minerals, gems, fossils, and nature in general.  

Fostering an understanding and appreciation of the physical world, we can use it and protect it for future 

generations.  
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