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THE POLISHED SLAB
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December 2021 A NEWSLETTER FOR ROCKHOUNDS SINCE 1940 Volume 81 Issue 12
UPCOMING

| EVENTS

. Dec2nd - Board Mtg :

. Dec5th - Awards Banquet:

i Jan6th - Board Mtg
- Jan10th - General Mtg

SNGMS Contacts:

WWW.SNVEMS.Org
sngmsnews@gmail.com
sngmspresident@gmail.com

sngmssecretary@gmail.com
sngmstreasurer@gmail.com
sngmsshowchair@gmail.com
: sngmspublicity@gmail.com
sngmsjamboreeshowchair@gmai

l.com

sngmsvicepresident@gmail.com

To all SNGMS Members:
Happy Holiday Season to all our members and friends.

PR ESIDENTS MESSAGE DECEMBER . 2021
Hello Fellow Rockhounds!

We had a really great turn out at our annual Christmas banquet at Sun-
set Station last Sunday, December 5th. Our new 2022 Board Members
were sworn in. Everyone enjoyed the dinner which was plentiful and
delicious. Lots of artwork and other donated items were won by our
members. Thanks to Peggy Sue Moore who organized our annual Chi-
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nese auction. Most of all, it was a great social event to culminate almost
two years since the last banquet in 2019.

On Saturday, December 4th, the Kids’ Club sponsored a fossil field trip
to Lovell Canyon. We found some beautiful fossilized colony coral speci-
mens to add to our collection of Nevada gems and minerals.

Our next Board meeting will be on Thursday, January 6th. The next gen-
eral meeting will be on Monday, January 10th at the Eagle’s Lodge.

In observance of the holidays, the shop will be closed on Christmas Eve,
Christmas day, New Year’s eve, and New Year’s day.

Our upcoming cabochon contest theme will be sun in January and moon
in February. There will be no organized field trips in January and Febru-
ary 2022. Most of our members are attending the Gem and Mineral
Show in Quartzsite, AZ in the third week of January and the Tucson
Show in February.

I wish all of our wonderful members a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year!

Lloyd Chayette, President SNGMS
December 2021
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December 2021

Field Trips & Events

Awards Banquet: Sun, Dec 5th

Quartzsite, AZ: QIA POWOW, Jan 19th-23rd, 2022

Spring Jamboree, May 7th- 8th, 2022

SNGMS/RMFMS 2022 Show, Fri-Sun, June 17th-20th, 2022

Outings Being Considered ( Dates to Be Finalized ):

Bitter Springs: Sun, Feb 13th 2022

Parking Lot Sale: Sat, Mar 12th 2022
Burro Creek, AZ: Sat, Mar 23rd-27th, 2022
Tonopah, NV: Sun, April 17th 2022

Cedar City, UT : July 2022

Pahrump Winery: Aug 2022

South Cadys, CA: Sep 2022

Parking Lot Sale: Sat, Nov 12th 2022

Clock Class Projects:
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SNGMS Board Meeting minutes for December 2, 2021

On December 2, 2021, the regular Board of Directors meeting of the Southern Nevada
Gem and Mineral Society was called to order at 4:00 PM by the President. All board
members were present except for the Past President.

Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Minutes of the Previous Meeting read by Secretary were approved as read.

Treasurers Report:  Account Balances were reported.

Shop report: the D saw blade needs to be replaced. The shop will be closed Christmas Eve and Christmas
Day also New Years Eve and New Years Day.

Unfinished business:

Pins and patches for the 2022 show are on schedule. The pins will be in the shape of Nevada with a tur-
guoise background and black lettering.

The 2022 RMFMS show is progressing on schedule. As of today there are 6 booths definitely rented.

The Kids club trip to McCaw School of Mines is being moved to a later date due to scheduling difficulties.
Possible field trips for 2022 are still being discussed. A possible field trip in February to Bitter Springs,
March 23-27 will be Burro Creek in AZ , and a possible trip in April to Tonopah. An October trip to the Ca-
dys will be worked on.

The tool order has been received and processed into inventory.

The order for vests for our junior rockhounds is being worked on.

The pads for the flat laps are being researched for the best price. Will put final decision on hold until after
the 1% of the year.

The membership to the Boulder City Chamber of Commerce is ongoing with a potential ceremony to be
held January 12, 2022 at the shop.

Dale Bright has volunteered to be the social media coordinator for the club.

As of December 2, 2021 17 spaces have been sold for the Spring Jamboree.

New Business:

The next General Membership will be held January 10, 2022 at the Eagles Lodge.

A suggestion was made to purchase the SNGMS link website but upon further research it was decided it
wasn't needed as people are already directed to the correct website.

A decision on whether or not to join AMSLAND was table for discussion at a further date.

Future meeting at the Shop will be scheduled for after shop hours such as after 3:00PM of Sundays when
the kids club is not in session.

There is a silversmith class on Fridays from 12:30PM — 3:30PM at Desert Art Supplies cost is $35 and
taught by Bella.

Flyers and rack cards are available for distribution at Quartzsite.

Anyone wanting to have information added to slab needs to submit it no later then 3 days after the Gen-
eral meeting.

The next parking lot sale will be March 12, 2022 in the parking lot in front of Desert Art Supplies. Also on
March 20, 2022 there will be a rock swap and BBQ at the shop.

Wayne motioned 2" by Chops to raise the amount to be spent at Quartzsite to purchase items for the
raffle table from $300 to $500 motion carried.

There will be no beading or silver smithing classes held in December at the shop.

On December 11, 2021 starting at 10:00am members will be welcome to collect rocks at 225 N. Phyllis St.
Those lockers in the shop without names must have names on them by January 1, 2022 after which they
will be emptied by the shop supervisor.

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Wayne and 2 by Bruce the meeting was adjourned at 5:33
PM
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SNGMS 2022 Board of Directors

President: Lloyd Chayette chayette.lloyd@yahoo.com 714 474-6384
Vice-President: Wayne Muth rimwayno@outlook.com 702 285-7878
Secretary: Debbie Bucknam grandmadebl10@gmailv.com 805 415-1870
Treasurer: Gary Webb SNGMSTreasurer@ gmail.com 702 876-2592
Parliamentarian: Jack Toogood vegasbmw@hotmail.com 702 510-4192
One Year Board Remaining: Kerry “Choppers” Wenzl Kheffner @levi.com 702
378-2205

Two Year Board Remaining: Ron Mazz zman8229@gmail.com

586 914-4130

Three Year Board: Del Walkenshaw desertartsupply@aol.com 702 451-8040
One Year Board: Amber Palecek pipfithis@gmail.com 702 343-7150

Birthstone for the Month of December is Turquoise: Turquoise is an opaque, blue-to-green mineral that
is a hydrated phosphate of copper and aluminum, with the chemical formula CuAlg(PO,4)4(OH)g-4H,0. It is
rare and valuable in finer grades and has been prized as a gemstone and ornamental stone for thousands
of years owing to its unique hue. Turquoise has long been considered a holy stone by our Native Ameri-
cans. The gemstone has been known by many names. Pliny
the Elder referred to the mineral as callais(from Ancient
Greek kaAaic) and the Aztecs knew it as chalchihuitl. The
word turquoise dates to the 17th century and is derived from
the French turquois for "Turkish" because the mineral was
first brought to Europe through Turkey, from mines in the his-
torical Khorasan Province of Persia.

Turquoise symbolizes beauty. In the middle ages it was be-
lieved that it made women virtuous and loyal.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mineral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hydrate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phosphate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Copper
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aluminium
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chemical_formula
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Copper
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aluminium
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phosphate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hydroxide
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Water
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pliny_the_Elder
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pliny_the_Elder
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Greek
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Greek
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aztec
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khorasan_Province
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persia
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SNGMS 2022 Meetings SNGMS General Meeting
Jan 06 Board Jul 07 Board 1st Monday of every month 3111 So. Valley View Blvd,
Jan 10 General 11 General & 514 Monday if holiday falls on Building E Shop Suite 125
Feb 03 Board 28 Board the first Monday) No meeting in

07 General Aug 01 General December.
Mar 03 Board Sep 08 Board

07 General 12 General Non-members welcome! W. Sirius Ave. / g

31 Board 29 Board . / s
Apr 04 General Oct 03 General Eagles Lodge 1601 E Washington = 2;

28 Board Nov 03 Board Ave. § . |:| %
May 02 General 06 General = =
Jun 02 Board Dec 021 Board Show & Sell 5-6 PM 3 %

06 General Dec 4th (Annual General Meeting 6-8 PM W. Desert Inn Rd.

Awards Banquet)

Board Meetings (site to be announced) . e .
. Finding the Shop Location
General Meetings at

Eagles Lodge, 1601 E. Washington Ave. Proceeding west on Desert Inn Road, take the first right past So. Valley View Blvd. into
the industrial park area. Drive past the building on your right, then jog right, then left
and you will be in front of Building E. Another option is to enter off of Wynn Rd. Go
west on Desert Inn Rd. to Wynn Rd., turn right onto Wynn Rd. and go to the first entrance on the right (past the BIG white
Commercial building sign) turn right and straight in front of you is Building E #125.

SNGMS Contact: Finding the General Meeting Location
=2
sngmsnews@gmail.com c - Eagles Lodge #1213
o w 1601 E Washington Avenue, Las Vegas,
WWW.SNVEMmS.org < 2
Q e NV
® i (702) 642-1213
+ X

&.C.R.I.B.E. E. Washington Ave.

KIDS CLUB / EDUCATION ACTIVITIES

The Kids Club meets on the second Sunday of most months at the SNGMS Shop from 3-5. As always, for more information, or to
volunteer to lead an activity, or to help with an educational event contact Mary Beth Paladino at 702-255-1647

The Fossil trip on the 4™ of December was tons of
fun. There was a total of 21 people on the fossil
hunt.

Thanks to all that joined us and a special THANKS
to Trevor and Morgan for leading the trip.

Mary Beth
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Rock Tumbling by Michael Kirk: (Part One of Two )

Hello fellow Rock hounds! | am an avid Rock Tumbler! | often get asked: “Why don’t my rocks have a shine
on them when | am done? Well, there are 2 Reasons:
You rushed the steps.
Grit contamination (meaning some grit from the previous steps was left in there from the previous
steps.

The first thing to remember when tumbling is to tumble the correct stones. Stones with pits and grooves
will hold grits into the next stages and ruin that stage. The worst kind of stone to tumble is DRUZY
Quartz. Don’t do this! The best kind of stone is pretty close to round. Also take into consideration the
“MOHS” scale of hardness. Obsidian and Agate do not mix. The best shines come from the hardest
stones. Agate and Jasper are 2 of my favorites.

Tumbling Grit is available in a wide range of grades (sizes) and each grade is designated by a number
60/90/220/400/600/etc. Polishing Agents are oxides of metal as reflected in their names: tin oxide,
cerium oxide, aluminum oxide, etc. Some polish stones better than others, and if we were running a
single type of gem material through our tumbles, we would be wise to select the oxide that works
best for it. For my use, | use tin oxide. This works best on Agate and Jasper. Tin Oxide produces a bit
higher polish.

**A point to consider before selecting a tumbler is what are you going to do with the gemstone? A 12 |b.
barrel will hold about 1,000 stones, if all you want is to make up a little jewelry, a 2-3 Ib. barrel should
do the trick.**

THE FIRST GRIND: fill barrel 2/3 full with stones, add 60/90 grit as directed (depending on your barrel
size).

ADD 1 tbsp of 20 Mule Team Borax (available @ Walmart laundry soap section) this cushions the water
and makes the stones glide over on another easier. | know it sounds crazy, but it works!! Next, add 3-4
TUMS to the barrel. (gas BUILDS UP IN THE TUMBLER And this keeps the gas down, NO joke!!, then
add water up to the % line, put the lid on, and give it a shake, and put the tumbler on the rollers.
When the stones are tumbling correctly you will hear them stumbling over each other not sliding, the
stones should be checked daily. The purpose of the first grind is to remove all the rough surfaces,
crevices, blemishes, etc. A normal run in coarse grit is 4-5 days, if not enough material was grinded off,
the process stars again. When the stones are at the desired shape, it is time to do the next step.

*AXEEWARNING*** DO NOT DUMP THE SLURRY AND ROCKS INTO THE SINK TO BE WASHED!!! YOUR
PIPES WILL TURN TO CEMENT! Get a colander and bucket from Home Depot and wash them into the
bucket.

The next step is to get ready for the next step. After you have rinsed off the stones, put them back into
the barrel and wash them. Get some “HE” laundry soap (only HE) and put in the barrel about 1 TBSP,
fill % with water and put the lid on and “wash” them. Put then on the rollers and leave running for
about % hour, after that RINSE stone and barrel out really good, (your stones should smell great).

THE SECOND GRIND

( Part Two Conclusion in January’s Slab)
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Classes

Wire wrapping, led by Peggy Sue Moore meets on most Mondays (except for the General Meeting night).
Hours for the class are 5 - 8 PM. The fee is $10.00 for the shop and $1.00 pattern fee.

Beading: Gary Webb and Sue Dobson will be hosting the beading class. Classes will be the 2nd Monday of
the month at 5 pm.

Silver Smithing : Bob Belcher will be teaching the silversmithing classes. They are scheduled for the
fourth Sunday and Monday of the month at 3 pm. f35fighterman@yahoo.com

Faceting classes. Saturdays 9 am to 12 pm. Please contact Peggy Sue Moore moorepeggysue@gmail.com
in advance to see if a machine is available. Class fee is $ 20.00, %15.00 for the class plus a $5.00 fuel fund
for the instructor, Tom Kidwell.

Wire wrapping, metal smithing, flint knapping, and silver smithing have a very modest donation of
$10..00 per session, that goes to the club. Faceting class fee is $15.00 plus a $5.00 fuel fund for the
instructor. Other class donations may vary, depending on what is included in the class. All donations go
to SNEMS, all instructors volunteer their time and expertise to help extend the knowledge of our
members.

from Beth Jones

Please if you hear of any SNGMS member in need of a bit of sunshine due to accident, illness, death in
the family or other need, call Beth Jones at 702-505-5819 or email her at Punkyjones@hotmail.com
(please put SNGMS Sunshine in the Subject)

Richard Nelson is recovering from surgery and is doing well.



mailto:Punkyjones@hotmail.com
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SHOP INFORMATION
“New” SNGMS Workshop Schedule

SHOP HOURS
Sunday 10 am to 3 pm
Monday Closed for general use: Various Classes
Tuesday 10 am to 7 pm
Wednesday 10 am to 7 pm
Thursday 12 pm to 9 pm
Friday 12 pm to 9 pm
Saturday 1 pm to 6 pm

SHOP CLOSED :

Kids Club: 3 pm — 5 pm 2nd Sunday of the Month
Board Meeting: Various Thursday Nights 6 pm to

Approx 7 pm
Check Email and “Polished Slab” for possible date

changes.
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2022 Monthly Cabochon Contest: TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE CABOCHON CONTEST YOU MUST HAVE AT
(Celestial Bodies) LEAST ONE HOUR OF SHOP TIME. THE WINNERS RECEIVE FREE SHOP

TIME. A “Sun” cabochon will be the contest entry to be

Jan Sun
Feb Moon judged at January’s general meeting. n
Mar Mars ¥
Apr Saturn There isn’t a cab contest in December.
May Jupiter

Jun Milky Way

Jul  Nebula .

Aug Black Hole Nice Mug
Sep Comet

Oct Earth

Nov Venus

Please, under no circumstances, park in front of Unit 124 or Unit 126 (the units next to the

Shop). The owners of the units come in at odd hours and need access to their parking
spaces. There is ample parking across from the Shop that is not in front of any unit.
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y Happy Birthdays!

December

Debra Altergott, Steven Altergott, Richard Anderson, Karen Barrett, Reginald Beatty, Bob Belcher, Kayzle Black,
Cathy Christenson, Conner Creal, Bailey Curley, Ainsley Dandridge, Brenda Davidson, Brookque DeCroo, Tony Duran,
Tom Edwards, Bob Eichenbaum, Mark Fernendes, Shannon Funk, Alexandra Gelotte, Song Hageman, Stan Hahn,
Robert Harriosn, Rhaelyn Heath, Noel Helwig, Mona Howell, Randy Huffine, Lyell Jivanjee, Bridget Kelly, Tom Kid-
well, Carol Kugler, Mitch La Fortune, Nicholas Lash, Shelely Leal, Caroline Leone, Patty Leppert, Matt Loeschner,
Robert Madow, John Miller, Kathryn Mundine, Anatalia Muniz,Brian Newman, Dean Pace, Julia Paladino, Stephen
Palecek, Holly Pelka, Kaleign Pellissier, Nicholas Pereira, Ted Poston, Joe Preston, Danny Prince, Emory Ranniger,
Brooklyn Riensche, Sharon Rogow, Sierra Rosten, Gerri Salton, Kay Scheel, Bart Solomon, Doug Storseth, Frances
Stratton, Lorrainne Syddace, James Testa, Dan B. Toney Jr., Toni Tyson, Del Walkenshaw, Mercedes Warrick, Gary
Webb, David Webb, Lizbeth Weihs, Aaron Weinberger, Peter Welty, Richard Willis, Theodore Wing, Marc Winters,
Cookie Wong, C.T. Yu, Jennelle Zajac.

January

If you have a January birthday please bring something for the refreshment table at the January’s meeting.

Madelyn Acosia, Christopher Baker, Rita Bergeron, Nicholas Brooks, Diana Burgess, Kane Churko, Meshawn
Churko, Dana Coleman, Michele Creal, John Crumpley, Elliot Demlow, Anthony Dominguez, Kevin Donovan,
Dennis Farmer, Jon Herring, Amber Irwin, Tanner Jacoby, Donna Jimenez, Lisa Johnson, Arrow Karella,
Sean Larscheidt, Matthew Leal, Bob Lofaro, Mario Luchetta, Bill Moore, Quincy Mross, Gabriel Orosz,
ZsaZsa Orosz, Andrea Packo, James Perdue, Jameson Perdue, Laurel Rockwood, Michael Rubinstein, Linda
Rusk, Susan Seely, Phil Shirley, Patricia Skeary, Annabella Stewart, Jim Tesmer, Inday Timbers, Jack Too-
good, Alexa Tripp-Herring, Gary Tucker, Andrea Vidmar, Sam Walden, John Wellman, Lisa Wiemers, Jolena
Wright.

Welcome New Members

A hearty welcome to members who joined or rejoined SNGMS. We look forward to getting to know you better.

New Memberships are being processed at this time.
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SNGMS 2022 Board of Directors

President: Lloyd Chayette sngmspresident@gmail.com 714 474-6384

Vice-President: Wayne Muth sngmsvicepresident@gmail.com 702 285-7878

Secretary: Debbie Bucknam sngmssecretary@gmail.com 805 415-1870

Treasurer: Gary Webb sngmstreasurer@gmail.com 702 876-2592

Parliamentarian: Jack Toogood vegasbmw@hotmail.com 702 510-4192

One Year Board Remaining: Kerry “Choppers” Wenzl Kheffner@levi.com 702 378-2205
Two Year Board Remaining: Ron Mazz zman8229@gmail.com 586 914-4130

Three Year Board: Del Walkenshaw desertartsupply@aol.com 702 451-8040

One Year Board: Amber Palecek pipfithis@gmail.com 702 343-7150

Contact any Board member to volunteer for a position, or a
Committee Chairman to offer to help on their committee. UPCOMING EVENTS
] ] There are rock clubs throughout the United States and the
Committee Chairperson i hows. Jost Search for the area vou are mierested in
Bulletin......cccoevvveeeveennne Del Walkenshaw & Deb Koladziej and rock club and you should find plenty to keep you busy,
L duscriartsupply@acl.com ) Flagg Gem & Mineral Show, Jan 7-9, 2022, Mesa
Communications........ Del Walkenshaw sngmsnews@gmail.com AZ.
Federation.........cccue.e... Peggy Sue Moore
Alt. Federation............ Open Boulder City, NV Spring Jamboree, May 7-8,
Field Trip...c e, SNGMS Board 2022
Shop Foreman ....... Kerry “ Choppers” Wenzl
Historian........cceeeeevveunn. Jack Toogood vegasbmw@hotmail.com SNGMS Rocks, Gems & Jewelry Show,: Las
Hospitality.......ccceeeunnene Mary Beth Paladino Vegas, NV June 17-19, 2022
Inventory.......ceceveeeunee Gary Webb sngmstreasurer@gmail.com
Librarian.......ccecveevenenne Mario Luchetta
Membership................ .Claudia Crouse ccrouse295@gmail.com
New Member Liaison... Joann Sprott
Program.......cccceceevevenene. Cindy Allison
Publicity....c.ccoeeeverenene. Andrea Packo Some links that you may find helpful:
Raffle...cncinececiennes Ron Mazz
50-50 Raffle.......c.cuue.. Orville and Lisa Wiemers
Refreshments............... Fran & Allen Stratton
Rock Stars.......ccccueueeee. Mary Beth Paladino......702-255-1647
Show Chairperson Spring Jamboree........ Amber Palecek
Show Chairperson 2022 SNGMS/RMFMS......Cliff Jackson
SuNshine......ccoeevereeeennns Beth Jones punkyjones@hotmail.com
702-505-5819
Webmaster................. Lorrilee Stackhouse lorrilee@cox.net https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/
SNGMS Contact: sngmspresident@gmail.com
American Federation Of Mineralogical Societies-
sngmsvicepresident@gmail.com sngmssecretary@gmail.com http://www.amfed.org
sngmstreasurer@gmail.com sngmsshowchair@gmail.com || Rocky Mountain Federation -
sngmspublicity@gmail.com sngmsnews@gmail.com http://www.rmfms.org .
and the Rock & Gem website -
sngmsjamboreeshowchair@gmail.com www.snvgms.org http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?
ShowState=ALL



mailto:sngmsnews@gmail.com
mailto:sngmsnews@gmail.com
http://www.cfmsinc.org/
and%20the%20Rock%20&%20Gem%20website%20%20-%20http:/www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?ShowState=ALL
and%20the%20Rock%20&%20Gem%20website%20%20-%20http:/www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?ShowState=ALL
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/

Southern Nevada Gem & Mineral Society
3111 S. Valley View Blvd, E-125
Las Vegas, NV 89102

Return Service Requested

ROCKS-R-Ug

WWW.SNVEMS.Org

The Southern Nevada Gem and Mineral Society is a non-profit corporation, organized to educate ourselves
and the community in the science and arts related to rocks, minerals, gems, fossils, and nature in general.
Fostering an understanding and appreciation of the physical world, we can use it and protect it for future

generations.
Club Mascot: Rock Wren POLISHED SLLAB
, ADVERTISING RATES
Club Gemstone: Turquoise
Club Logo: Rocks-R-Us Ad Size Six Months Yearly
Membership is open to anyone with an interest in: .
) ) Business
Rocks, Gems, Geology, Fossils, Lapidary Arts or s18 S30
Silversmithing Card
. . Quarter
Annual Dues: Individual - $25; Family - $35 $48 $90
Page
Meetings are held the first Monday of the month at the
Eagles Lodge #1213, 1601 E Washington Half Page S90 S170

No meeting is held in December. Instead we have our
annual awards dinner. Full Page 5150 S275




