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To all SNGMS Members: 

I hope that all is well for everyone and that we are all looking forward to 
the coming Fall.  

I have a few things to mention about the shop, we need you all to come 
back, we have some work to do though. One saw needs a belt. One of the 
trim saws will be out, as we are not sure what is wrong with it. 

We do need more participation at the shop as our income has been down, 
so if you were holding off, we are waiting for you. 

We will be having an upcoming Rock Swap and a Rock Sale on October 
28th. There will be the Hot Dogs and Hamburgers as usual, and it starts at 
about 10 am.  

In September and the following months, we will also be having various 
committee meetings on the Boulder City Jamboree, and the Annual Award 
Banquet. Emails will keep you posted. 

We do not have a field trip planned for September, as we could not get a 
location, but we will definitely have one in October.  

This is very important, we will be having our election nominations for the 
New Board at the October General Meeting. This is the time to volunteer as 
there are positions open. THEN at the November Meeting the election will 
take place. Be there to vote, and join the fun. 

Wayne Muth  

President SNGMS  

September 2017 

Birthstone of the Month:   
 The birthstone for September  is the Blue Sapphire. Sapphire is an alumi-

num oxide and belongs to the very hard corundum family and owes its cele-

brated blue color to iron and titanium.  Sapphire symbolizes faith as well as 

loyalty and friendship. It is said to have received its protective power from 

Saturn and was highly regarded in antiquity by kings and emperors. 
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       Field Trips 
There isn’t a scheduled field trip in September. 

Burro Creek Arizona Multi-day Trip March 7,8,9,10,11 2018: Peggy Sue Moore will be coordinating a 
multi-day trip to Burro Creek, AZ in concert with Jodi Brewster, the President of the Gila County Gem And 
Mineral Society and the newly elected Arizona/Nevada Director for RMFMS. The Club has the group 
campground until check out on Monday 12th. 

Spring Jamboree 2018 
 

Hello Fellow Rockhounds, 

We have started planning for the 2018 Spring Jamboree Gem and Mineral Show next May.  We had an 

awesome turnout of volunteers for the last show activities and know that we can make it an even better  

one next May!  Here is one of our new volunteers -  

I think we are going to need a bigger vest...... 

 

Upcoming Spring Jamboree Show Planning Meetings  

(subject to change): 

 - Thursday, October 12th, 6:00 pm 

 - Saturday, February 17th, 11:00 am 

 - Saturday, March 24th, 11:00 am 

 - Thursday, April 5th, 6:00 pm 

 - Saturday, April 21st, 11:00 am 

 

You don't need to attend the meetings to volunteer -  

there will be lots of opportunities in the next 9 months  

to help out.  Starting in the next edition of the Slab, I  

will have a monthly update of what is going on for the  

Show and how you can help.  Spring Jamboree 2018 be  

the best show yet! 

 

Happy Hunting - Sheri Johnson 

SherisRocks89121@gmail.com 

702-525-0256 
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On September 7th, 2017, the regular Board of Directors meeting of the Southern Nevada Gem and Mineral Society was called 
to order at 6:00 PM by the president. The secretary was present. The pledge of allegiance to the flag was recited. 
 
The minutes for the August 3rd, 2017 meeting were approved as read. 
 
The treasurer was present and reported balances for the month of August. 
 
Shop Report:  The approved new saw purchase is being delayed until at least the end September. New wheels are needed and 
the money has already been authorized for this. 
 
Unfinished Business: 
 
Faceting classes will resume soon. 
 
Sheri Johnson gave an update on the proposed Facebook guidelines and received input from the Board. John Stackhouse pro-
posed, seconded by Frank Timbers and accepted by the Board that, “work to start creating the Facebook page be begun.” 
 
The President has some bids for the Awards Banquet catering. The membership will vote at the September meeting on catered 
vs. pot luck format. 
 
Bob Belcher reported that the start of work on the Geode Saw has been delayed but will begin soon. 
 
New Business: 
 
The upcoming lease was discussed including possible options. 
 
The status of the claim filing was discussed including the differences between a lode and a placer claim. 
 
The cost of obtaining insignia for Board Officers from Abbott Trophy’s was discussed. Frank Timbers proposed, seconded by 
Steve Wilson, and approved by the board that “up to $950 be spent for Board Officer insignia similar to what was previously 
obtained from the California Federation.” 

(Continued On Page 4) 

SNGMS Board meeting minutes for 9/7/2017 

           Shop Talk  (Faceting Class) 

For everyone who registered for Faceting last Saturday, there is a list of items ( Page 4) you should have in 

your kit and bring to every class.  

If you didn’t get to come to the class last Saturday but are interested, you may come to this Saturday’s 

session to sign up.  

Classes scheduled so far are:  

Saturday, September 23rd at 9am 

Saturday, September 30th, at 9am  

Classes are held at the shop.  Our instructor is Tom Kidwell, who is an expert faceter and also has a busi-

ness where he has rough faceting material for sale and other faceting related items.  
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                         FACETING CLASS ITEMS FOR YOUR PERSONAL KIT  

Binder for information sheets and extra plastic sleeves 

Note paper and pen/pencil 

Medium size post-it notes 

Loktite gel super glue.  They have it at Walmart in the automotive dept. Do Not use cheap brands of 

this product. 

Small container of acetone& small jar for soaking finished stones (removes super glue) 

A couple of wash cloths to wipe your stone dry as you facet 

Caliper 

Small pair of pliers 

Small screw driver 

Sharpie with wide tip 

Magnifying glasses (2.5)  

WD40 

Black Dop Wax 

Pinch Tweezers 

Face Shields are a personal choice 

 

Where to order supplies for faceting: 

 The Graves Company, 1800 N. Andrews Avenue, Pompano Beach, FL 33069.  (800) 327-9103 

Irons Lapidary, P. O. Box 11551, Phoenix, AZ 85061, (602) 242-4893 www.lapidarysupplies.net 

Poly-Metric Instruments, Inc., P. O. Box 400, Clayton, WA 99110, (509) 276-5565 www.polymetricinc.com  
This site has articles and patterns on it also,  Very Helpful! 

 Gearloose.com   ordering laps, cutting and polishing oil (snakeoil) also polishing compounds such as 

chrome and oxides 

Betadiamond.com  for diamond powder ( be sure you indicate for faceting) 

Bobsrockshop.com  faceting diagrams and other information about faceting 

           Shop Talk   (cont from pg 3) 

 Tom is driving up from Dolan Springs, Arizona, to teach us, so don’t be late to class.  We will NOT be fac-

eting glass.  Tom’s recommendation is to facet real or synthetic material.  He will guide you on how to se-

lect qualified material.  

Fee for the class is $5.00 per hour (includes machine use) and a $5.00 contribution to the Tom Kidwell 

travel fund. 

For those with their own faceting machine, the fees are the same.  I will arrive at 8:30am in order to help 

set up the class.  I will be bringing my own machine and I am so excited to finally figure out how to work 

it!  

Peggy Sue Moore 

moorepeggysue@gmail.com 

http://www.lapidarysupplies.net
http://www.polymetricinc.com
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                                    SNGMS General meeting minutes for 9/11/2017 

On Sep 11th, 2017, the regular meeting of the Southern Nevada Gem and Mineral Society was called to order at 6:00 PM by 
the president. The secretary was present. The pledge of allegiance to the flag was recited. 
 
The minutes of the August 7th, 2017 meeting were approved as read. 
 
The treasurer was present and reported account balances. Shop income is down. 
 
New Business: 
 
Faceting will be led by an experienced faceter, Tom Kidwell, and an organizational meeting is scheduled in the shop on Satur-
day, September 16th at 10 AM. 
 
A camping trip to Burro Creek in conjunction with the Arizona group is scheduled for March 7-11 2018. 
 
There will be a rock swap at the shop on October 28th.  Hot dogs & hamburgers will be provided, and there will be a pick up 
load of donated rocks to sell to the members for a nominal amount. 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Sunshine:  Scott Edwards is scheduled for hip replacement surgery in September. Lynn Mathey is recovering from a stroke and 
was at the meeting. Bob Belcher's wife had surgery and is recovering. 
 
Membership: There are 386 adult and 60 child members. 
 
Kids Club: Mary Beth Paladino talked about recent kids club events. October 28th they will join the Eagle's Lodge for a Trunk & 
Treat event. There will be a field trip in November. 
 
Federation and Show:  Sheri Johnson discussed the SNGMS Facebook page including rules and administrators. She announced 
that the first show meeting will be held Saturday at the shop at 11:30 AM. 
 
Shop: Approved saw purchase will be delayed until at least the end of the month. Everyone needs to be careful with the cab 
king wheels, we need to make them last as long as possible. 
 
Unfinished Business: 
 
Frank Timbers is chair of the Nomination Commitee. Let him know if you want to run or to nominate someone. The nominee 
must be present to be nominated and at the the election which is the November meeting. 
 
Kathleen Greene proposed, seconded by Ananka Rau, and approved by the membership that, “the Awards Banquet be a pot-
luck at the Eagle's Lodge.” 
 
The best cab contest winner was Bruce Martin. Second place was Tina Bates. 
 
Sheri Johnson proposed, seconded by Jim Jones, and approved by the membership that, “the meeting be adjourned.” The 
meeting was adjourned at 7:43 PM. 

                                                                             Guest Speaker 

The guest speaker for the meeting on Sept 11, 2017 was Ted Hartwell from the Desert Research Insti-
tute.  Ted spoke to us last year about the DRI in general and some of his experiences.  This year, he spoke 
about the Community Environmental Monitoring Program. His talk included a brief overview of activities at 
the security site and then he focused on what CEMP does and how it does it. CEMP is a network of stations 
that monitor radioactivity (and other things) around the Nevada National Security Site.  Some of their Ne-
vada sites are near where we frequently go on field trips! Current and historical data is posted on the inter-
net where both the public and professionals can view and analyze it.  You can see this data and learn more 
about CEMP at their website: https://cemp.dri.edu/cemp/ 

https://cemp.dri.edu/cemp/
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SNGMS General Meeting 

1st Monday of every month 

(2nd Monday if holiday falls on 
the first Monday) No meeting in 
December. 

Non-members welcome! 

Eagles Lodge 1601 E Washington 
Ave. 

 

Show & Sell   5-6 PM 

General Meeting 6-8 PM 
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W. Sirius Ave. 

3111 So. Valley View Blvd, 

Building E Shop Suite 125 
 
 

W. Desert Inn Rd. 

Finding the Shop Location 

Proceeding west on Desert Inn Road, take the first right past So. Valley View Blvd. into 

the industrial park area. Drive past the building on your right, then jog right, then left 

E. Washington Ave. 
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Finding the General Meeting Location 

Eagles Lodge #1213 

1601 E Washington Avenue, Las Vegas, 

NV 

(702) 642-1213 
X 

    SNGMS 2017 Meetings  

The Kids Club meets on the second Sunday of most months at the SNGMS Shop from 3-5. As always, for 
more information, or to volunteer to lead an activity, or to help with an educational event contact 
Mary Beth Paladino at 702-255-1647 

Kids club / education activities 

Jan   05   Board 

         09   General 

Feb  02   Board 

         06   General 

Mar  02   Board 

         06   General 

         30   Board 

Apr   03  General 

          27  Board 

May  01  General 

Jun   01   Board 

         05   General  

Jul    06   Board

Jul    10  General 

Aug  03   Board 

         07   General 

Sep  07   Board 

        11    General 

        28    Board 

Oct  02    General 

Nov  02   Board 

         06   General 

Dec   None 

Annual Awards 

Banquet   

Board Meetings at Shop, 3111 Valley View 

Blvd. Bldg. E. Suite 125, General Meetings at 

Eagles Lodge, 1601 E. Washington Ave. 

Delicious edible Geodes  Made by the Kids Club. 
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Keep your Membership Chairperson, John Stackhouse, informed of changes in your contact information. 

You must keep your e-mail and address up to date to continue receiving club notices and The Polished 

Slab. 

=================================================================================== 

Dues Notice: 

The last date to renew your membership is December 31. A renewal after the end of December will result 

in an interruption in your membership.  

If you wish to have a continuous (uninterrupted) membership you must never allow it to lapse.  

All memberships, except Life Members, expire on December 31 of each year.  

You may renew memberships starting October 1 for the next membership year.  

You may use an reinstatement fee during the month of January, only, to keep an continuous membership. 

Reasons to keep an uninterrupted membership: 

1. You must have a minimum of two uninterrupted years of membership in order to run for any elected 

office. 

2. You must have a minimum of one uninterrupted year in order to chair a committee. 

3. You must have 10 uninterrupted years of membership to become a life member. 

4. Remember: if you fail to renew by December 31st, you may renew and be reinstated during the month 

of January ONLY for an additional $5.00 fee. 

 Membership Information 

Announcing: Archeology Fair with Flintknapping  

 

On Saturday, November 4, 2017, the "Nevadans for Cultural Preservation" (NVFCP)  will be sponsoring an archeology 

workshop fair at the Springs Preserve.   NVCP is working with several other agencies to provide speakers and hands-

on demonstrations.  So far, classes and demos include Flintknapping, Hafting Techniques, Test Pit Excavation, Rock 

Art Depictions of Hunting and Gathering, and more.    

There are some costs involved.  Each workshop will have a "donation" for supplies, ranging from free to about $7.00.  

Also, as of right now, each attendee will need to be a member of NVFCP for insurance purposes. The membership 

fee also covers some of the basic costs for the workshop fair.  Membership costs are as follows:  Family Membership 

$35.00;  Individual Membership $25.00;  Student Membership*:  $10.00; Educators K-12*: $0.00  (*Supporting docu-

mentation needed)  However, NVCP is still negotiating the possibility of waiving fees for volunteers.   The good news 

is that there are still many opportunities to volunteer available.    

Here is a link to the announcement on the NVFCP page, including an email address for more information:  http://

www.nvfcp.org/calendar.  You can use the email link to find out about volunteering for the event.    

The point of contact for this event is Rayette Martin, executive director for the NVFCP.  Some of you may remember 

Rayette from our guest speaker series and from the display cases she provided for our shows in May.  Rayette has 

also been generous about inviting our club members to special events.  I can remember three of them off the top of 

my head:  the guided tour of St. Thomas,  behind the scenes tour of The Lost Museum, and a Flintknapping demon-

stration.  Our members enjoyed attending all of these.   

 

Although this fair is still in the planning stages, I wanted to give everyone a heads-up to watch for it.  I have already 

signed up to volunteer, so if you go, I will see you there! 
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                                                         Classes 
Wire wrapping, led by Peggy Sue Moore or Scott Edwards , meets on most Mondays (except for the 
General Meeting night).  Hours for the class are 5 - 8 PM.  The fee is $5.00 for the shop and $1.00 pattern 
fee. 

 At this time there are no beading classes scheduled.  

Silver Smithing meets every Tuesday at 5 PM. Still need a volunteer for this class. The class is suitable for 
beginners, and also for intermediate to advanced students. 

 

Faceting Classes . The faceting classes will be held from 10 to noon on two Saturdays a month. Please 
contact Peggy Sue Moore in advance to see if a machine is available. If you use club machines they are $5 
an hour, no class fee. 

Scott Edwards is teaching Metalsmithing  and Miscellaneous Lapidary Arts every Saturday from 8-10 . 

Another knapping session will be organized. Watch for the announcement. The contact is Michael 
Kisner, (702) 285-2032.  

Wire wrapping, metal smithing, flint knapping, and silver smithing have a very modest donation of $5.00 
per session, that goes to the club. Faceting is $5.00 an hour, the cost of faceting machine use, or a flat 
$5.00 if you use your own machine. Other class donations may vary, depending on what is included in 
the class. All donations go to SNGMS, all instructors volunteer their time and expertise to help extend the 
knowledge of our members. 

Please if you hear of any SNGMS member in need of a bit of sunshine due to accident, illness, death in 

the family or other need, call Beth Jones at 702-505-5819 or email her at Punkyjones@hotmail.com 

(please put SNGMS Sunshine in the Subject) 

from Beth Jones 

 

Bill Lemmon is in UMC room 322 for internal bleeding. They have to get his blood count up so they can do 

an O scope to find where he is bleeding. It is serious. Heart can stop if blood count is not up when they do 

O Scope. He wanted me to let everyone know. 

Scott Edwards is doing find after hip replacement which was done yesterday.  He is in St. Rose Sennia in 

the Dominican tower, 3rd floor.  And he is up and walking already. The doctor may send him home tomor-

row morning! His sister, Ananaka will be at home to care for him. 

Micheal Kisner is doing okay, just waiting for test results. 

Lynn Manthey is recovering froe a Stroke and is doing better. He’s working on his speech. 

Tony Duran is also doing better since his pacemaker was installed. 
Beth Jones 

mailto:Punkyjones@hotmail.com
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Sunday  12 noon –5 PM 

Monday Closed 

Tuesday Closed 

Wednesday 12 noon - 9 PM 

Thursday  12 noon –9 PM 

Friday 12 noon - 9 PM 

Saturday 10 am – 6 PM 

SNGMS Workshop 

Schedule 

Please, under no circumstances, park in front of Unit 124 or Unit 126 (the units next to the 

Shop). The owners of the units come in at odd hours and need access to their parking 

spaces. There is ample parking across from the Shop that is not in front of any unit.  
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Shop Fee  

All equipment is now metered and charge will be: 

$0.50 per 1/10 hour actual use. 

SHOP Information 

 TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE CABOCHON CONTEST YOU MUST HAVE AT LEAST 

ONE HOUR OF SHOP TIME. THE WINNERS RECEIVE  FREE SHOP TIME.   A 

“Free Form” cabochon will be the contest entry to be judged at the  

October general meeting. Good Luck! 

September’s Cabochon contest winners for “Fire”: 

 

1st Place:   Bruce Martin 

 

2nd Place:  Tina  Bates 
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If you have a September birthday please bring 

something for the refreshment table at the October 

A hearty welcome to members who joined or rejoined SNGMS . 

We look forward to getting to know you better 

      September 

     October 

Aurora Fibla-Madrid, Bryan Forgione, Carlos Lopez, Cody Heiden, Diyaln Forgione, Natalia Heiden, Noelle 

Heiden, Piper Forgione, Tim Heiden, Torrey Durett. 

Robert Bailey, Harvey Bergeron, Linda Davey, Terry Davis, Diana Deck, Nency Diaz-Soto, Annette Dude, 

Ryan Dunlap, Nanette Ellis, Kelly Fitzpatrick, Jim Gawura, Jeffery A. Goldsberry, James Heldt, Jerry 

Hughes, Dominique Johnson, Victor Johnson, Susan Kuckelmann, Jerry Kuykendall, David Landry,  Jessica 

Lash, Sadie Laub, DiAnn Lawson, Merrily Liccardo, Sue Lofaro, Phillip Luchetta, Alora Mahler, Aiden Mar-

tinez, Zayden Martinez, Tamela Mohr, Rimma Muth, Susan Myers, Mark Pruter, Michael Rawlins, Stefan 

Rzesnowiecky, Jilynda Smith, Mick Sprott, John Stackhouse, Tyra Tripp, Steve Turner, Vern Jr. Watson, 

Sharon Webb. 

Sandy Anderson, Jerry Buckler, Aarriel Budvietas, Lloyd Chayette, Mary Chayette, Caryn Crotty, Tom Davey, Susan Dobson, 

Ruth Dziadon, Merle English, Lianna Fitzpatrick, Judy Flaster, Ann Harris, Kathy Hassett, Tim Heiden, A. Joe Iglesias, Deb Iglesi-

as, Beth Jones, Gene Kandt III, William Kogen, Debra Koladziej, Alex Lash, Michaela Lash, Carole Liccardo, Lynn Manthey, Bruc-

ce Martin, Candy Munkres, Andre Schweizer, Sean Sieloff, James Sloane, Kyle Smith, Lorraine Testa, Frank Timbers, Nicole 

Tripp-Herring, Ralph Tryon, Elly Walkenshaw, Mike Wisniewski. 
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Upcoming 

Events 
There are rock clubs throughout the United States and the 
computer is your friend in finding information about clubs 
and shows.  Just search for the area you are interested in 
and rock club and you should find plenty to keep you busy, 
wherever you are going. 

October 13th, 14th,15th:  2nd Annual Pahrump 
Gold Gem & Mineral Show. For vendor 
information contact Jane Goodrow at 702 218-
0428 or by email: 
pahrumpgoldgemandmineralshow@gmail.com 

October 20th, 21st, 22nd: Logandale Fall Festival, 
Clark County Fairgrounds, Logandale, Nevada. 
info@logandalefallfestival.com 

November 18th and 19th:    2017 Mining Supplies 
and Rock Shop, Hesperia, CA . For more 
information visit  their web site: 
www.miningsuppliesandrockshop.com 

March 7,8,9,10,11 2018:  A multi-day field trip to 
Burro Springs, Arizona, Peggy Sue Moore will be 
coordinating this trip. 

May  5,6 2018:  Boulder City Spring Jamboree 

 

American Federation Of Mineralogical Societies- 

http://www.amfed.org 

California Federation -  

http://www.cfmsinc.org/ 

Rocky Mountain Federation -  

http://www.rmfms.org 

and the Rock & Gem website  -  

http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?

Committee Chairmen 
 

Bulletin…………………….Del Walkenshaw & Deb Koladziej 

                                        desertartsupply@aol.com 

ByLaws…………………….Scott Edwards 

Communications……..Toni Blackwell sngmsnews@gmail.com 

Education………………….Mary Beth Paladino 

Federation………………..Sheri Johnson 

Alt. Federation………....Peggy Sue Moore 

Field Trip…………………..open    

Financial Manager…...George Messenger  

Shop Foreman …….….Ron Johnson 

Historian……………………Jack Toogood 

Hospitality…………………Corinne Silvia 

Inventory…………………..Frank Timbers 

Librarian……………………Caity Stackhouse                

 mynameiscaity@gmail.com 

Membership……………..John Stackhouse 702-239-0437 

New Member Liaison… Open 

Program…………………….Cindy Allison 

Publicity…………………….Scott Edwards 

Raffle…………………………Rimma Muth 

50-50 Raffle……………...Orville and Lisa Weimers  

Refreshments…………...Rita Bergeron 

Rock Stars………………….Mary Beth Paladino…...702-255-1647 

Rock Hounds 

Show Chairperson……..Sheri Johnson 

Sunshine……………….…..Beth Jones 

Webmaster……………....Jack Toogood……….......702-642-4788 

Contact any Board member to volunteer for a position, or a 

Committee Chairman to offer to help on their committee. 

2017 Board of Directors 
President:   Wayne Muth rimwayno@outlook.com                  

Vice-President:   Beth Jones punkyjones@hotmail.com 

Secretary:   Lorrilee Stackhouse 702-631-5291 

Treasurer:   Frank Timbers 702-228-0889 

  ftimbers@centurylink.net 

One year Board: Ron Johnson   

Parliamentarian:   Scott Edwards 

One Year Board Remaining: Steve Wilson 

Two Year Board Remaining:  John Stackhouse 

Three Year Board:   Jason Fabbi 

  jjnevada@outlook.com 

Past President/One Year Board:   Peggy Sue Moore 
  

Contact any Board member to volunteer for a posi-

tion, or a Committee Chairman to offer to help on 

their committee. 

Some links that you may find helpful are:  

http://www.cfmsinc.org/
http://www.cfmsinc.org/
and%20the%20Rock%20&%20Gem%20website%20%20-%20http:/www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?ShowState=ALL
mailto:sngmsnews@gmail.com
mailto:mynameiscaity@gmail.com
mailto:rimwayno@outlook.com
mailto:sngms2013@gmail.com
mailto:ftimbers@centurylink.net
mailto:jjnevada@outlook.com


 

www.snvgms.org 

Southern Nevada Gem & Mineral Society 

3111 S. Valley View Blvd, E-125  

Las Vegas, NV 89102 

 

Return Service Requested 

  

The Southern Nevada Gem and Mineral Society is a non-profit corporation, organized to educate ourselves 

and the community in the science and arts related to rocks, minerals, gems, fossils, and nature in general.  

Fostering an understanding and appreciation of the physical world, we can use it and protect it for future 

generations.  
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