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To all SNGMS Members: 

Shop Talk                                 3 

We are coming to the close of a great year, December 8th will be our 
last  club get together for this 2019. 
 
I want to thank all the supervisors at the shop for doing such a great 
job and the maintenance people that have kept everything  up and  
running. There hasn’t been an out-of-order sign on any of the saws for 
some time. 
 
I can't tell you how that makes me feel as President to see thing go-
ing  so well.  Mel is working on the oil return systems and if it works 
out we’ll have them on every slap saw in the shop. 
Richard has been doing a great job keeping the wheels changed on 
the cabochon machines. 
 
We’ve had new members sign up at Desert Art Supplies, the shop, our 
meetings and even the November Parking Lot Sale. These exposures  
are helping to bring in new members. We’ve signed up more new 
members this month than any other month this year.  
 
Getting the shop in shape and increasing membership were two goals 
I wanted to achieve as President of the club .  
 
I want to thank everyone for all the work they put in the last two 
years to make our club the greatest one ever. In no time we can be 
the number # I CLUB of the Rocky Mountain Federation.  All we have 
to do is keep working like we are doing and it will happen . 
 
Wish everyone a great Thanksgiving and I’ll see everyone at the Ban-
quet  Sunday, December 8th. 
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    Field Trips & Events 

 

 
November 6th,  SNGMS Presentation hosted by the Pioneering Las Vegas History at the 
Nevada State Museum 
 
November 9th, 2019,  Ludlow, CA: Newberry Nodules, Agate, Jasper Hill 
 
Clock Making Workshop: Nov 25th & 26th. 
 
December 8th,  Awards Banquet, 3 pm to 8 pm, Sunset Station: 
 
January 15th—19th  Quartzsite, AZ  Qia Pow Wow Gem & Mineral Show: 
 
 
Outings Being Considered ( Dates to Be Determined ): 
 
Date Farm Tour: Feb 2020 
Holt Canyon, Ut: April 2020 
Tonopah, NV: June 2020 
Silver Park, NV: July 2020 
Tule Springs, NV: Oct 2020 
Wickenburg, AZ: Feb 2021  
Delta, Ut: July 2021 
Hinkley, CA: Sep 2021 
Oatman, AZ: Feb 2022 
McDermitt, NV: July 2022 

Photos of Various Events: Ore Car Picnic: Oct 12th 

Tonopah/Fallon: Oct 24-27 
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SNGMS Board meeting minutes for 10/21/2019 

 Shop Talk :   Brad’s Bench Tips           

(Cont. On Page 7) 

WINDING  JUMP  RINGS 
 
If you need a few jump rings the same size, it's easy to grab a round rod and wind as many as you need. But 
when you need a lot of them, some form of winder saves a lot of time.  A variable speed screw gun makes 
quick work of winding the coils. Screw guns are quite inexpensive at discount stores and are remarkably 
handy for odd jobs in the shop and around the house. 
 
To wind a coil, just bend a right angle on the end of the wire about a half inch long and insert this into the 
screw gun chuck. Then wind slowly, keeping a tight coil. I like to rest the end of the mandrel on the edge of 
the table or bench pin. Finally, one note of caution. If you are winding an entire length of wire, be careful as 
you get near the end of the wire. If the end passes under your thumb, it can cause a nasty scratch or cut. 

On  October 21st, 2019, the regular Board of Directors meeting of the Southern Nevada Gem and Miner-
al Society was called to order at 6:07 PM by the President. The Secretary was present. The pledge of al-
legiance to the flag was recited. 
 
The minutes of the October 3rd, 2019 meeting were approved as read. 
 
In the absence of the treasurer, Peggy Sue Moore reported balances and detailed financial documents 
will be sent to Board members by email. 
 
The Fallon field trip has been scheduled and a three month calendar as well as a three year field trip 
plan are being completed. The presentation for Pioneering Las Vegas is being prepared. 
 
The shop will be closed for New Years and Christmas holidays. 
 
The order of larger vests has been received. 
 
Lorrilee Stackhouse proposed, seconded by Peggy Sue Moore and accepted by the Board, that “Not over 
$125 be spent to order 500 multipart no-carbon forms for membership so that one copy can be retained 
by the member as their receipt.” 
 
Lorrilee Stackhouse is officially the SNGMS webmaster. 
 
Del Walkenshaw proposed, seconded by Bruce Martin, and approved by the Board that “the meeting be 
adjourned.” The meeting was adjourned at 6:47 PM. 
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All the establishments featured on page 4 offer 

discounts to SNGMS members.  Be sure to show your 

membership card when making a purchase, and say 

that the Southern Nevada Gem & Mineral Society sent 

you! 

Discounts Available with your 

SNGMS membership 

Parking Lot Event: Nov 2nd: 

Ludlow, CA Nov 9th: Teddy Bear in Sand Dunes 

 ( Courtesy of Beth Jones) 



 

 

  November 2019                                    the polished slab                    PAGE 5 

SNGMS General Meeting minutes for 11/04/2019 

Birthstone for the Month of November is Topaz:  Topaz in its natural state is a golden brown to yellow, a 

characteristic which means it is sometimes confused with the less valuable gemstone citrine. A variety of impuri-

ties and treatments may make topaz wine red, pale gray, reddish-orange, pale green, or pink (rare), and opaque 

to translucent/transparent. The pink and red varieties come from chromium replacing aluminium in its crystalline 

structure. Orange topaz, also known as precious topaz, is the traditional November birthstone, the symbol of 

friendship, and the state gemstone of the US state of Utah. It is unquestionably an ancient healing stone and 

gemstone. Topaz symbolizes the joy of life. Its wearer will take delight in the world and embark on a 

path of self-realization. Gold topaz is linked to Virgo, pink to Leo and blue to 

Aquarius. 

On November 4th, 2019, the regular meeting of the Southern Nevada Gem and Mineral So-
ciety was called to order at 6:00 PM by the President. The Secretary was present. The 
pledge of allegiance to the flag was recited. 
 
The minutes of the October 7th, 2019 meeting were approved as read. 
 
Treasurer Bill Moore reported account balances. 
 
Sunshine: Beth Jones reports Jim Jones's brother and sister-in-law passed away last month, 
Jaen Rupprecht is having surgery on November 14th. Beth also reported that she is having 
surgery at the end of the year. 
 
Cindy Allison, Nominating Committee chairman, announced all the nominations and addi-
tional nominations were asked for but none were forthcoming. The election was held and 
the results were: President – Peggy Sue Moore, Vice-President – Sheri Johnson, Secretary – 
Deb Bucknam, Treasurer – Gary Webb, Parlimentarian – Ananaka Rau, 3 Year Board – Kerry 
“Chops” Wenzl. 
 
Classes: Stone carving instruction from Jim Callaway will be available on the first and third 
Tuesdays this month and will be continued in January. November 25-26 will be the next 
clock class. It is anticipated that there will be a future class in anodizing metal.  
 
Upcoming events were discussed including the Nov. 6th presentation at the Nevada State 
Museum, the Nov. 9th Ludlow Trip, and the Dec. 8th Awards Banquet. The banquet will be 
December 8th from 3 to 8 PM at the Sunset Station in Henderson. 
 
Membership reports 476 adult and 65 child members. 
 
A show meeting will be held at Jerry's Nugget on November 14th at 6 PM. Meetings to start 
planning the Federation show will start in January. 
 
Bill Moore proposed, seconded by Barbara Belcher, and approved by the membership, that 
“the meeting be adjourned.” The meeting was adjourned at 7:11 PM. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Citrine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Birthstone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_U.S._state_minerals,_rocks,_stones_and_gemstones
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Utah
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SNGMS General Meeting 

1st Monday of every month 

(2nd Monday if holiday falls on 
the first Monday) No meeting in 
December. 

Non-members welcome! 

Eagles Lodge 1601 E Washington 
Ave. 

 

Show & Sell   5-6 PM 

General Meeting 6-8 PM 

So
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W. Sirius Ave. 

W. Desert Inn Rd. 

Finding the Shop Location 

Proceeding west on Desert Inn Road, take the first right past So. Valley View Blvd. into 

the industrial park area. Drive past the building on your right, then jog right, then left 

and you will be in front of Building E. Another option is to enter off of Wynn Rd. Go 

west on Desert Inn Rd. to Wynn Rd., turn right onto Wynn Rd. and go to the first entrance on the right (past the BIG white 

Commercial building sign) turn right and straight in front of you is Building E #125.  

E. Washington Ave. 
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Finding the General Meeting Location 

Eagles Lodge #1213 

1601 E Washington Avenue, Las Vegas, 

NV 

(702) 642-1213 

X 

    SNGMS 2019 Meetings  

The Kids Club meets on the second Sunday of most months at the SNGMS Shop from 3-5. As always, for more information, or 
to volunteer to lead an activity, or to help with an educational event contact Mary Beth Paladino at 702-255-1647 

Kids club / education activities 

Jan   03   Board 

         07   General 

Jan   31   Board 

Feb  04   General 

         28   Board 

Mar  04  General 

          28  Board 

Apr  01   General 

         25  Board        

May  06  General 

         30  Board  

Jun   03  General 

         27  Board 

 Jul    01  General 

          29  Board 

Aug  05  General 

Sep   05  Board 

          09  General 

 Oct   03  Board    

          07  General                       

          21  Board 

Nov   04 General 

          21 Board 

Dec   8th  (Annual 

Awards Banquet)   

Board Meetings at Shop, 3111 Valley View 

Blvd. Bldg. E. Suite 125, General Meetings at 

Eagles Lodge, 1601 E. Washington Ave. 

3111 So. Valley View Blvd, 

Building E Shop Suite 125 
 
 

W
yn

n
 R

d. 
...………. 

SNGMS Contact: 702 561-3086 

sngms2013@gmail.com 

www.snvgms.org 

The kids learned about the local Na-
tive American tribes and made petro-
glyphs on river rocks. They were 
joined by one of the local Scout 
troops.  One of the members brought 
in the building to show the progress 
for the ghost town they are making. 
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Shop Talk :   Brad’s Bench Tips (Continued from Pg 3) 

And for a nice set of mandrels, look for a set of Transfer Punches. The set has 28 sizes, 
from 3/32 inch to 1/2 inch, and is only about $12. In the US it is available from Harbor 
Freight as item number #3577, and in Europe, it's available from MZS in the Nether-
lands as item number 250575. 
 
 
TOUCHING UP A BEZEL 
 
Pumice wheels are good for touching up a bezel after you've set the  stone. The hard-
ness is about 6 on the Moh's scale, less hard than quartz, so it shouldn't scratch any of your agates or jas-
pers. However, I'd avoid or be real careful of using pumice near the softer stones like turquoise, amber, 
howelite, etc. 
 
I you're unsure about the hardness of your wheels, test them on a piece of glass. Glass is about 5 ½ on 
the Mohs scale, softer than quartz. So if the wheel doesn't harm glass, it's safe for use on the quartzes 
and harder stones. 
 
My preference is the one inch diameter ones such as those shown at riogrande.com/Product/AdvantEdge
-Pumice-Wheels-Medium/332722?pos=2-------------- 
 
 
       Work Smarter & Be More Productive With Brad's "How To" Jewelry Books 
 
                 Amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith 

SNGMS Pioneering Las Vegas History Presentation Nov 6th: 
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                                                         Classes 
Wire wrapping, led by Peggy Sue Moore or Scott Edwards and Ananaka Rau, meets on most Mondays 
(except for the General Meeting night).  Hours for the class are 5 - 8 PM.  The fee is $5.00 for the shop and 
$1.00 pattern fee.  
 
Beading:   Gary Webb and Sue Dobson will  be hosting the beading class. Classes will be the 2nd Monday of  
the month at 5 pm. 
 
Metal and Silver Smithing,  Scott Edwards and Ananaka Rau have changed the Metal & Silver smithing 
class from Saturday mornings to Tuesday evenings from 5 pm to 8 pm. The class is suitable for beginners, 
intermediate and advanced students. The shop is now opened Tuesdays from 1 pm to 5 pm for regular 
shop usage.   
 
Faceting classes. Saturdays  9 am to 12 pm. Please contact Peggy Sue Moore moorepeggysue@gmail.com) 
in advance to see if a machine is available. Class fee is $10.00 plus a $5.00 fuel fund for the instructor, Tom 
Kidwell. 
 
Clock Making Work Shop Nov 25th & 26th:  Scott Edwards will be holding a two day work shop on making 
a clock with a rock slab and resin.  
 
Wire wrapping, metal smithing, flint knapping, and silver smithing have a very modest donation of $5.00 
per session, that goes to the club. Faceting class fee is $10.00 plus a $5.00 fuel fund for the instructor. 
Other class donations may vary, depending on what is included in the class. All donations go to SNGMS, 
all instructors volunteer their time and expertise to help extend the knowledge of our members. 

Please if you hear of any SNGMS member in need of a bit of sunshine due to accident, illness, death in 

the family or other need, call Beth Jones at 702-505-5819 or email her at Punkyjones@hotmail.com 

(please put SNGMS Sunshine in the Subject) 

from Beth Jones 

We’re  sad to hear of  Jim Jones's brother and sister-in-law passing away last month. 
 
 Jaen Rupprecht is having surgery on November 14th.  
 
Beth Jones also reported that she is having surgery at the end of the year. 
 
Bruce Martin had to return to the eye surgeon for a little more touch-up work. 
 
Mel Nushiuchi’s wife is recovering from a stroke and is doing well. 

mailto:Punkyjones@hotmail.com
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“New” SNGMS Workshop Schedule 

Please, under no circumstances, park in front of Unit 124 or Unit 126 (the units next to the 

Shop). The owners of the units come in at odd hours and need access to their parking 

spaces. There is ample parking across from the Shop that is not in front of any unit.  
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SHOP Information 

                      SHOP HOURS 

Sunday 12 pm to 5 pm 

Monday Closed 

Tuesday 1 pm to 4:30 pm 

Wednesday 12 pm to 9 pm 

Thursday 12 pm to 9 pm 

Friday 12 pm to 9 pm 

Saturday 12 pm to 6 pm 

                     SHOP CLOSED : 
2nd Sunday of every Month For Kids Club  

Board Meeting: Various Thursday Nights 6 pm to Approx 7 pm 

Check Email and “Polished Slab” for possible date changes. 

  2019 Monthly Cabochon  Contest:  

       (National & State Parks) 

 TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE CABOCHON CONTEST YOU MUST HAVE AT 

LEAST ONE HOUR OF SHOP TIME. THE WINNERS RECEIVE  FREE SHOP 

TIME.   The “Snowy Egret” cabochon will be the contest en-

try to be judged at the January’s general meeting.  
Good Luck!   

Congratulations to the Winners of November’s “Channel Islands” 

Cabochon  Contest. 

 1st Place:           Barb Maz 
 
 2nd Place:     

 

 

Nov   Channel Islands 
Dec    (None -  Awards Banquet) 

2020 Monthly Cabochon Contest: 

                   (Birds) 
Jan     Snowy Egret                  Oct   Raven 

Feb    American Robin           Nov   Peacock 

Mar    Wood Duck                  Dec   (None) 

Apr     Mountain Blue Bird 

May   American Gold Finch 

Jun     Cardinal 

Jul      Bald Eagle 

Aug    Road Runner 

Sep    Ring-Neck Pheasant Joshua Contois 
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A hearty welcome to members who joined or rejoined SNGMS .  

We look forward to getting to know you better 

November 

Kirsten Ashley, Debbie Bucknam, Jim Carrabis, Tammy Davis, Charles B. Davis, Bob Denoncourt, Frances 

Denoncourt, Sonya Edwards, Claudia Fernandes, Greg Flansaas, David Ford, Michiko Girmay, George Gra-

ham, Stephanie Groesbeck, Jim Grothuesmann, Vicki Holt, Guadalupe Howard, Nancy Huffine, Robb 

Hutchings, Mike Irving, Sandra Johnson, Patrick Jones, Brent Judd, Norm Keister, Joan Kettleson, Aiden 

Kerr, Liam Kerr, Amanda Lewis, Marilynn McDougal, Alyssa Miles, Peggy Sue Moore, Albert Nole, Jill Ono, 

Tony Peltz, Ananaka Rua, Jaen Rupprecht, Laurencia Salgado, Dietmar Selzer, Michael Smith, Robert 

Smith, Perry Swanson, Renee Swanson, Jimmy Todacheewy, L.D. Tripp, Gary Tucker Jr., Jacyne Tucker, 

Tracy VanDeBogart, Paul Watterson. 

December 

Debra Altergott, Steven Altergott, Bob Belcher, Daniel W. Brooks, Sue Brown, Jimmy Cantu, Eileen Chris-

tensen, Charles Cowart, Alex Curran, James Davis, Tony Duran, Todd Esgue, Mark Fernandes, Shannon 

Funk, Shane Hayes, Rochelle Hines, Mona Howell, Randy Huffine, Nicholas Lash, Paula Lawlor, Caroline 

Leone, Patty Leppert, Jordan Madley,  Robert Madow, April Martin, Simon Meiklejohn, John Miller, Anata-

lia Muniz, Stephen Palecek, Ernie Parrish, Lisa Parsons, Holly Pelka, Frances Persaud, Danny Prince, Rhett 

Richins, Sharon Rogow, Kay Scheel, Leanna Sue Scott, Bart Solomon, Doug Storseth, Frances Stratton, 

James Testa, Dan B. Toney Jr., Del Walkenshaw, Mercedes Warrick, Karen Warrick, Gary Webb, Holland 

Wood, C.T. Yu. 

Rita Ballejos, Mark Baxter, Craig Campbell, Janice Campbell, Christopher Christensen, Eileen Christensen, 

Henrik Christensen, Katrine Christensen, Nancy Crenshaw, Alex Curran, Deborah Daly, Kay Dorance, Russ 

Drenning, Jana Hassett, Tracy Hassett, Michael Howard Jr., Russell Hungate, Bernadino Jimenez, Donna 

Jimenez, Tina Kelly, Joan Kettleson, Kevin Kettleson, Michael Kisner, Lanny Love, Margaret Mahler, Duane 

Matters, Kayla Niriega, Carl Olsen, Barbara Stevens, Scott Stevens, Steve Stuhlmann, Perry Swanson, 

Renee Swanson, Mercedes Warrick, Irma Webb, Becky Wellman, John Wellman, Debbie Williams. 
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Committee Chairperson 
 

Bulletin…………………….Del Walkenshaw & Deb Koladziej 

                                        desertartsupply@aol.com 

Communications……..Del Walkenshaw sngmsnews@gmail.com 

Federation………………..Peggy Sue Moore 

Alt. Federation………....Sheri Johnson 702 525-0256  

Field Trip…………………..Peggy Sue Moore & Bill Wertz   

Shop Foreman …….  Kerry  “ Choppers” Wenzl 

Historian……………………Jack Toogood 

Hospitality…………………Deb Bucknam grandmadeb10@gmail.com 

Inventory…………………..Frank Timbers ftimbers@centurylink.net 

Librarian…………………… Mario Luchetta       

Membership……………. .John Stackhouse 702-239-0437 

New Member Liaison… Barbara Belcher 

Program……………………. Cindy Allison 

Publicity…………………….Scott Edwards memultd@yahoo.com 

Raffle…………………………Barbara Belcher & Kerry Wenzl 

50-50 Raffle……………...Orville and Lisa Wiemers  

Refreshments…………… Fran & Allen Stratton 

Rock Stars………………….Mary Beth Paladino…...702-255-1647  

Show Chairperson……..Sheri Johnson 702 525-0256 

Sunshine……………….…..Beth Jones    punkyjones@hotmail.com 

                                                                702-505-5819 

Webmaster……………....Lorrilee Stackhouse  lorrilee@cox.net 

SNGMS Contact: 702 561-3086   

sngms2013@gmail.com 

www.snvgms.org 

Contact any Board member to volunteer for a posi-

tion, or a Committee Chairman to offer to help on 

their committee. 

2019 Board of Directors 
President:   Bob Belcher                      702 210-9612 

                                                 bbeccher75@gmail.com                                

Vice-President:  Sheri Johnson           702 525-0256 

                                         SherisRocks89121@gmail.com  

Secretary:   Lorrilee Stackhouse        lorrilee@cox.net                                                                     

Treasurer:   Bill Moore       SNGMSTreasurer@gmail.com 

Parliamentarian:   Ananaka Rau  aarau3@yahoo.com 

One Year Board Remaining: Jason Fabbi 

                                                      jhfstones@yahoo.com 

Two Year Board Remaining:  Del Walkenshaw 

                                                  desertartsupply@aol.com 

Three Year Board:   Bruce Martin  

                                              brucemartinlv@yahoo.com                           

One Year Board:   Peggy Sue Moore 

                                               moorepeggysue@gmail.com 

Upcoming Events 
There are rock clubs throughout the United States and the 
computer is your friend in finding information about clubs 
and shows.  Just search for the area you are interested in 
and rock club and you should find plenty to keep you busy, 
wherever you are going. 

November 9th, 2019,  Ludlow, CA: Newberry 
Nodules, Agate, Jasper Hill 
 
December 8th; Awards Banquet, Sunset Station 
3 pm—8 pm: 
 
January:  Quartzsite, AZ,  Gem & Mineral Shows 
Jan –Feb 2020: 
 
Spring Jamboree, May 2 & 3, 2020, Boulder City, 
NV: 
 
 
 
Big Piney, WY, June 19th –21st, 2020:  Gem & 
Mineral Show, Contact pres@wsmgs.org 
 

Some links that you may find helpful:  

American Federation Of Mineralogical Societies- 

http://www.amfed.org 

Rocky Mountain Federation -  

http://www.rmfms.org 

and the Rock & Gem website  -  

http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?

ShowState=ALL 

mailto:sngmsnews@gmail.com
mailto:ftimbers@centurylink.net
mailto:jjnevada@outlook.com
http://www.cfmsinc.org/
and%20the%20Rock%20&%20Gem%20website%20%20-%20http:/www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?ShowState=ALL
and%20the%20Rock%20&%20Gem%20website%20%20-%20http:/www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?ShowState=ALL


 

www.snvgms.org 

Southern Nevada Gem & Mineral Society 

3111 S. Valley View Blvd, E-125  

Las Vegas, NV 89102 

 

Return Service Requested 

  

The Southern Nevada Gem and Mineral Society is a non-profit corporation, organized to educate ourselves 

and the community in the science and arts related to rocks, minerals, gems, fossils, and nature in general.  

Fostering an understanding and appreciation of the physical world, we can use it and protect it for future 

generations.  
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