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A NEWSLETTER FOR ROCKHOUNDS SINCE 1940  

from Sue Moore 

S o u t h e r n  N e v a d a  G e m  &  M i n e r a l  S o c i e t y  

Volume 75 Issue 4 April 2015 

 

Thank you to everyone who attended the April meeting by braving the 
wind and pollen allergies. We arranged all of the Show and Sell 
members in the entryway of the Eagles Lodge and that worked out very 
well. Several members commented that they liked the set up so next 
month we will have all of the Show and Sell tables in the entry. The 
Eagles Aerie will be having their convention around the time of our May 
meeting so we will have the long tables set up in the meeting room. All 
Show and Sell members should bring tables as there may not be enough 
extras for the sale area. 

How are you all doing, preparing for the Spring Jamboree in Boulder 
City? I know that I had better get busy as there is less than a month left 
before the event on May 2nd and 3rd. 

Sheri Johnson, our very hard working organizer of the gem and mineral 
show for the Jamboree, still needs volunteers to sign up to work the 
geode saw. It is easy duty and fun to watch the expressions of the 
recipients when they get a look at their cut geodes. Send an email to us 
at sngms2013@gmail.com if you can spend some time working the saw 
at the event. 

I also want to remind you to get your RV or Motel reservation for the 
multi-day rock trip to Delta, Utah, for Memorial Day weekend. The RV 
park is the Antelope Valley RV Park and you can google for the motel. 
Joel Combs brought some excellent samples of trilobites and blue agate, 
which he had in his collection, from that area. If I could just find one 
perfect trilobite, I will be a happy camper! 

Keep on Rockin’. 

Board Meeting Summary - April 2nd 2015 

On April 2nd, 2015, the regular Board of Directors meeting of the 
Southern Nevada Gem and Mineral Society was called to order at 
6:03 PM by the vice-president. The secretary was present. The 
minutes of the February 26th, 2015 meeting were approved as read. 

The treasurer reported that the net income for March was positive. 
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Shannon Funk proposed, seconded by Steve Wilson, and accepted by the board, “that bills present-
ed be paid.”  

Shop Report: Pat Skeary proposed, seconded by Johnny Miller, and accepted by the board, “that the 
petty cash fund for the shop be raised to $75 a month.” Steve Wilson proposed, seconded by Johnny 
Miller, and accepted by the board “that Genie wheels as listed in presented document be pur-
chased.” 

Unfinished Business: 

As no members have volunteered for the annual audit committee board members volunteered and 
will meet at the treasurers home on Sunday, April 12. The volunteers are Danny Fesler, John Stack-
house, Lorrilee Stackhouse, and Kevin Ware. 

New Business: 

Shannon Funk proposed, seconded by Steve Wilson, and accepted by the board, “that up to $40 per 
month be allocated for the purchase of educational materials for the club for the remainder of the 
year.” 

The SNGMS Rockhound of the Year was discussed and the board unanimously proposed that Ed and 
Jaen Rupprecht be considered for the adult honor. Mary Beth Paladino will be asked to recommend 
a Junior Rockhound of the year and the nominees will be presented for acceptance at the general 
meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:48 PM. 

General Meeting Summary - April 6th 2015 

On April 6th, 2015, the regular meeting of the Southern Nevada Gem and Mineral Society was called 
to order at 6:00 PM by the president. The secretary was present. The pledge of allegiance to the flag 
was recited. 
 
The minutes of the March 2nd, 2015 meeting were approved as read. 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
The treasurer gave her report: The net income for March was positive. 
 
A volunteer for Hospitality is needed. Contact any Board member. 
 
Shop: Richard Rawe, shop foreman reports that all saws, Genies, and Cab Kings are operational. He 
reminded members to bring change when they come to the shop, and that books need to be 
returned to the library. 
 
Membership reports 359 adult and 68 child members. He reminds members to bring their 
membership card when going to the shop. 
 

Board Meeting Summary - April 2nd 2015 con’t. 
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Federation and Show: Looking for volunteers for transport of equipment from shop to show on 
Friday, May 1st morning and back to the shop on Sunday, May 3rd after show closes. Also needed 
are volunteers to run the geode saw at the show, and to greet show attendees. 
 
Field Trip: April 11 will be a trip to the Searchlight area. 
 
Jr. Members and Rock Stars: Need volunteers for the demonstration area at the show. A rock 
information talk was presented to 175 3rd graders and they received rock samples. Rock cards need 
to be assembled for the Boy Scout event. The Kids Club will be doing gold panning at their April 
meeting. 
 
Shop contest for April with voting at the May meeting is for the best pink cabochon. To be eligible to 
enter in the contest you must have paid for one hour use of shop equipment in April. 
 
Unfinished Business: 
 
Volunteer is needed for Polished Slab editor, training will be provided. 
 
New Business: 
 
Classes were discussed. 
 
SNGMS Rockhound of the year awards were unanimously approved for Ed and Jaen Rupprecht 
(adult) and Sydney Davis (junior.) 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:06 

General Meeting Summary - March 2nd 2015 con’t. 

 

 

An Ideal Club Member’s Alphabet 

A - Always: attend meeting 
B - Bring: someone with you 
C - Communicate: with others 
D - Develop: mutual understanding and respect 
E - Enjoy: the hobby and have fun 
F - Friendship: cherish and nurture the valuable com-
modity 
G - Generosity, Goals, Gentleness: use when needed 
H - Honesty: use it regularly 
I - Ideas: Share with other members 
J - Jealousy: avoid like the plague 
K - Knowledge: help promote it 
L - Labor: donate when and where needed 
M - Mistakes: correct yours and overlook others 
N - Nonsense: use frequently - breaks monotony 
O - Order: help maintain at 
all meetings 

P - Patience: develop as much as possible 
Q - Quarrels: never indulge. They serve no good purpose 
R - Rocks: study, hunt, collect, work, polish, build with them 
S - Share: your talents, energy and knowledge with others 
T - Talent: use and improve as much as possible 
U - United: help the club stay that way 
V - Value: friends, members, yourself and the organization 
W - Work: an important ingredient, be willing to help 
carry the load 
X - X-rate: gossip, malice, petty peeves, negative attitudes 
Y - Yesterday: leave it where it belongs - in the past 
Z - Zeal: be generous with it, encourage others to do 
likewise 
via Golden Spike News 1/15; from Livermore Lithogram, 
12/14; from Strata Gem, 4/08 
and CMSeTumbler 01/15 
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May 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

3 Shop Closed 

SMGMS Spring 

Jamboree Show  

4 General Mtg 6 5 Silver 

Smithing 5-8   

6 Shop 12-9  7 Shop 12-9 

Board 6 

8 Shop 12-9 9 Metalsmithing 8-

10 Shop 10-6 

10 Shop Closed 

Faceting 8-12 

Kids Club 3-5 

11 Wire 

Wrapping  5-8 

12 Silver 

Smithing 5-8   

13 Shop 12-9  14 Shop 12-9 

 

15 Shop 12-9  16 Metalsmithing 

8-10 Shop 10-6 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

12 Faceting 8-

12 Shop 12-3 

Kids Club 3-5 

Show 

Committee 5:30 

13 Wire 

Wrapping  5-8 

14 Silver 

Smithing 5-8 

15 Shop 12-9 16 Shop 12-9 

 

17  Shop 12-9 18 Metalsmithing 

8-10 Shop 10-6 

 

 

19  Faceting 8 –

12 Shop 12-5 

20 Beading 5-7 21  Silver 

Smithing 5-8 

22 Shop 12-9 23 Shop 12-9 

Field Trip 

 

24 Shop 12-9 

 

25 Metalsmithing 

8-10 Shop 10-6  

 

26 Faceting 8-

12 Shop 12-5 

27 Polymer 

Clay 2-5 Wire 

Wrapping  5-8 

28 Silver 

Smithing 5-8 

29 Shop 12-9 30 Shop 12-9 

Board Mtg. 6 

1 Shop 12-9 2 Shop Closed 

SMGMS Spring 

Jamboree Show 

April 2015 

 The Desert Institute at Joshua Tree National Park is offering the following geology class: 

April 18 – 19  Geology of the Mojave National Preserve with Ted Reeves 

 Consult their website at www.joshuatree.org  for more information 

May 2-3 SNGMS Rock & Mineral Show in conjunction with Boulder City Spring Jamboree 

May 21-25 SNGMS annual multi-day Field Trip to Delta, Utah. See page 7 for more details. 

Aug 13-16 Buena Vista CO will host a large outdoor rockshow. Our member, Cliff Jackson is attending and 
you can contact him for more information. 
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For Sale 

The April meeting of the Kids Club was devoted to gold panning activities. A rock information talk was 
presented to 175 3rd graders and they received rock samples. Rock cards are being assembled for the 
Boy Scout event.  

The Kids Club meets on the second Sunday of most months at the SNGMS Shop from 3-5. As always, for 
more information or to volunteer to lead an activity contact Mary Beth Paladino at 702-255-1647. 

 

Display Case Ideas – continued from an article by Jane Panico in January 2010 Mineral & 

Gem Society of Castro Valley newsletter, the Petroglyph -  the first part of this article is in the Polished 
Slab for March 2015 

When you set up a display case it’s best to label your items. Some people do not want to label everything in 
their case while others want to. Most labels bear the name of the item and its location: Laguna Agate, Mexico. 
Some people like Mark M gave his case of cabochons at the county fair “3 1/2 pounds of cabochons.” What and 
how much you’re displaying will greatly effect labels. Again, you must consider the color of the labels to make 
sure it does not clash with your risers, stands or items in the case. While we’re speaking of lighting you want to 
be sure if you have any translucent items in your case that you position them under where the lights hit in the 
case. You will not know this until you get to the show and turn on the lights. It is best to set up your case with 
the lights on, but they get really hot after a while. I usually set up the main pieces that need special lighting, 
then I turn them off and work the rest of the items around it. 
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All the establishments featured on page 6-7 offer 
discounts to SNGMS members.  Be sure to show 
your membership card when making a purchase, 
and say that the Southern Nevada Gem & Mineral 

Society sent you! 

Discounts 

Available 

Gold Rush Prospecting and Adventure 
Tours 

1311 Nevada Hwy. Ste. C 

Boulder City NV 89005 

702-982-7000 

www.goldrushpros.com 
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SNGMS General Meeting 

1st Monday of every month 

(2nd Monday if holiday falls on 
the first Monday) No meeting 
in December. 

Non-members welcome! 

Eagles Lodge 1601 E Washing-
ton Ave. 

 

Show & Sell    5-6 PM 
Meeting    6-8 PM 

Finding the Shop Location 

Proceeding west on Desert Inn Road, take the first right past So. Valley View Blvd. into the industrial park area. Drive past 
the building on your right, then jog right, then left and you will be in front of Building E. 

So
. V

alley
 V

iew
 

W. Sirius Ave. 

W. Desert Inn Rd. 

3111 So. Valley View Blvd, 

Building E Shop Suite 125 

 

 

SNGMS 2015 Meetings 
 

   Jun 01 General 

Jan 05 General Jul 02 Board 

 29 Board  06 General 

Feb 02 General  30 Board 

 26 Board Aug 03 General 

Mar 02 General Sep 10 Board 

Apr 02 Board  14 General 

 06 General Oct 01 Board 

 30 Board  05 General 

May 04 General  29 Board 

 28 Board Nov 02 General 
Board Meetings at Shop, 3111 S. Valley View 
Blvd. Bldg. E. Suite 125, General  Meetings at 
Eagles Lodge,  1601 E Washington 

E. Washington Ave. 
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Finding the General Meeting 

Location 

Eagles Lodge #1213 

1601 E Washington Avenue, Las Vegas, 
NV 

(702) 642-1213 
X 

Time to start planning on the annual multi day trip for the Southern Nevada Gem and Mineral Society. 

This year we are going to Delta, Utah.  This will be our hub for rock trips around the area.  Each trip will re-
quire about 40 miles in different directions, but there is no one place to stay in the countryside that is better 
than staying in the town of Delta. 

 You can get camping and RV reservations for the Antelope Valley RV Park by calling 800-430-0022.  I just 
made my reservations for Wednesday, May 20th, through Monday, May 25th.  We will drive home on Tuesday.  
If you are a member of Good Sam Club, you can let them know.  Their address is 776 W. Main Street, Delta, 
Utah. (Hwy 6/50)  This is a very nice RV Park and has hook ups, showers, laundry & WiFi.  Just what you need 
when roughing it.  Each person is responsible for making their own reservation. 

 There are also motels in the town, so check the web for motels, if you need them. 

 Remember, this is Memorial Day weekend, so don’t put off getting your reservation. 
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Wire wrapping, led by Sue Moore meets on most Mondays 
(except for the General Meeting night).  Hours for the class are 5 
- 8 PM. The wire wrapping classes for April are the 13th, Scroll 
Pendant,, and 27th, Lace Pendant. For more information call Sue 
Moore at 702-348-9600. 

Beading class has moved to the third Monday of the month.  The 
next class is April 20th from 5 -  7 PM at the shop. The project 
will be a Chevron Necklace for more advanced beaders, and 
instruction in ladder and brick stitch for beginners. A kit will be 
available for the necklace project. For more information call Pat 
Skeary 702-630-6796. . 

Silver Smithing meets every Tuesday at 5 PM. with Bill Lemmon 
leading the class. This class is suitable for beginners, and also for 
intermediate to advanced students.  

Polymer clay class will be 
held April 27th from 2-5 
PM, and will be a cabochon 
setting. Bring a cab, or 
construct one of polymer 
clay to use, and come and 
join the fun!  Contact 
Lorrilee Stackhouse at 
702-631-5291 for more 
information. 

Faceting classes are 
continuing on Sunday 
morning from 8 - Noon 

and are open to new students at this time. 

Scott Edwards is teaching Metalsmithing every Saturday from 8-
10. 

Mike Kisner will be teaching flint knapping so watch  for 
information about classes that should start in the Spring. 

Wire wrapping, beading, polymer clay, metalsmithing, and silver 
smithing have a very modest donation of $5.00 per session, that 
goes to the club. Faceting is $5.00 an hour, the cost of faceting machine use, or a flat $5.00 if you use your own 
machine. Other class donations may vary, depending on what is included in the class. All donations go to SNGMS, 
all instructors volunteer their time and expertise. 

 
Member of Rocky 
Mountain Federation 
of Mineralogical 
Societies 

Member of American 
Federation of 
Mineralogical 
Societies 
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Sunday * 12 noon –5 PM 

Monday Closed 

Tuesday Closed 

Wednesday 12 noon - 9 PM 

Thursday * 12 noon –9 PM 

Friday 12 noon - 9 PM 

Saturday 10 am – 6 PM 

SNGMS Workshop 
Schedule 
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 Shop Fee  

All equipment is now metered and charge will be: 

$0.50 per 1/10 hour actual use. 

* Sat - Sun May 2 & 3, and 
Sun. May 10th the shop will 
be closed 

Shop Contest for April 

Entrant must have at least 1 hour shop usage in April, verifiable by 
shop foremen.  For April you may enter any pink cabochon, of any 
material, shape, and size. Voting will be by the general membership 
at the May meeting.  A prize will go to the top two winners.   

Congratulations to the March shop contest winners! First Place - John Brown and 
Second Place - Bruce Martin 

John Brown won first place in the March 
cab contest with this entry. He shaped the 
shamrock using the SNGMS shop 
equipment, showing what you can do with 
perserverance and imagination. 

Shop Donations Needed 

Donations of Newspapers, shop towels, and 
paper towels are always needed and 
appreciated. Bring your donations to the shop 
or to the meeting. 

LIQUIDATING 

Laidary Supplies 

Lot Sizes at Dealers Cost 

Some Individual Pieces 

 

Harvey / Marjorie Ader 

702-558-3868      Henderson 
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Please if you hear of any SNGMS member in need of a bit of sunshine due to accident, illness, 
death in the family or other need, call me—Dottie Auerswald at 648-5886 (recorder on) or cell 
703-493-9672. Cards will be sent to let the member know that we care and wish them well.   

from Dottie Auerswald 

A hearty welcome to members who joined or rejoined SNGMS . We look forward to getting to know you 
better 

 

Dan Baylis, Barbara Belcher, Bob Belcher, Hayden Bell, Kathleen Bell, Beth Carden, Karen Davis, 
Terry Davis, Eve DeVille, Anthiony Fetcho, Saris Firestar, Andrew Fodge, Zach Fodge, George Gardner, 
Larry Glines, John Housman, Lois Housman, Dave Johnson, S. Patricia Martin, Genna Massi, Gianni 
Massi, Edward Mazurek, Kristin Muir, Custodio Poltronieri, Jessie Poltronieri, Rol Riemer, Emma 
Robertson, Mary Savage, Luanne Strauser, Ned Strauser, Albert Villegas, III, Albert Villegas Jr., 
Corleone Villegas, Eric Vollrath, Isabel Wilson, Joyce Wilson 

If you have a May birthday please bring something for the refreshment table at the May meeting 

Marjorie Ader, William Baird, Roman Bradley, Wes Bryant, Pat Bunting, Karl Camp, Cloe Cessna, 
Sherri Cleveland, George Edwards, Linda Erwin, Charlotte Foley, Bryan Forgione, George Gardner, 
Ashleigh Johnson, James Kessler, Micheal Kisner, Scott Klepzig, Joe Leising, Clayton Lewis, Marcus 
Lewis, Maria Lewis, Ron Liccardo, Joseph Lynch, Sara Mayfield, Kristin Muir, Connor Murphy, Paul 
Nuell, Jessica Pappas, Marina Pitina, Custodio Poltronieri, Gualberto Rodriguez, David Seidner, Peter 
Strother, Albert Villegas III 

Please, under no circumstances, park in front of Unit 124 or Unit 126 
(the units next to the Shop). The owners of the units come in at odd 
hours and need access to their parking spaces. There is ample parking 
across from the Shop that is not in front of any unit. 
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2015 Board of Directors 

President……..……….Peggy Sue Moore.……………702-348-9600 
       sngms2013@gmail.com 

Vice-President……...Tony Duran            
      sngms2013@gmail.com 

Secretary………….....Lorrilee Stackhouse………..702-631-5291
        lorrilee@cox.net 

Treasurer………….....Pat Skeary……………………….702-630-6796
            

Parliamentarian……....Danny Fesler 

Three Year Board…....Steve Wilson 

Two Year Board……….John Miller 702-768-2989                                                               

       johnmiller735@msn.com 

One Year Board……….Shannon Funk 

          Kevin Ware       

 —————————————————————————————— 

Committee Chairmen 

Bulletin………………………Lorrilee Stackhouse 
ByLaws……………………...Sheri Johnson 

Education…………………..Mary Beth Paladino 

Federation………………...Sheri Johnson 

Alt. Federation………....Mary Beth Paladino 

Field Trip…………………...open    

Financial Manager……..George Messenger  

Shop Foreman …….…..Richard Rawe … 702-421-1330 

Historian…………………….Jack Toogood 

Hospitality………………….open 

Inventory…………………..Frank Timbers 

Librarian…………………...Danny Fesler and Kevin Ware  

Membership……………...John Stackhouse 702-239-0437 

New Member Liason...Tony Duran 

Program…………………….Cindy Allison 

Publicity…………………….Scott Edwards 

Raffle………………………...Diane Burgess 

50-50 Raffle……………...Tracy Skeary Pack 

Refreshments…………...Ann Harris 

Rock Stars………………….Mary Beth Paladino…...702-255-1647 
Rock Hounds 

Show Chairperson……..Sheri Johnson 

Sunshine…………………..Dottie Auerswald.……....702-648-5886 

Webmaster……………....Jack Toogood……….......702-642-4788 
 

Contact any Board member to volunteer for a position, or a 

Committee Chairman to offer to help on their committee. 

Apr 18 - 19 - Thousand Oaks, CA, Conejo 
Gem & Mineral Club, Borchard Park 
Community Center, 190 Reino Road at 
Borchard Road, Hours: 10 - 5 daily 

Apr 25 - 26 - Lancaster, CA, Antelope Valley 
Gem & Mineral Society,Lancaster High School, 
44701 - 32nd Street West, Hours: 10 - 5 daily 

May 2-3 - Boulder City, NV, Annual show; 
Southern Nevada Gem & Mineral Society, 
Bicentennial Park; Sat. 900 am-6:00 pm, Sun. 
9:00 am-5:00 pm;   

Jun 12 - 14 - Lodi, CA, Annual show, 
California Federation of Mineralogical 
Societies, Lodi Grape Festival & Harvest 
Grounds, 413 East Lockeford Street, Fri & Sat 
10 - 5, Sun 10 - 4  

Jul 16 - 18 - Cody, WY, Annual Rocky 
Mountain Federation Show, Cody HS Sweitzer 
Gym, 920 Beck Ave., Thu 4-8, Fri 10-8, Sat 10-
4 

Aug 13 - 16 - Buena Vista, CO, Contin-Tail 
show, Outdoor rock sale with 100+ vendors, 
open 9 - 5, see http://coloradorocks.org/ 

For more details. 

These are only a sampling of shows that are fairly 
close to the Las Vegas area.  There are rock clubs 
throughout the United States and the computer is 
your friend in finding information about clubs and 
shows.  Just search for the area you are interested 
in and rock club and you should find plenty to 
keep you busy, wherever you are going. 

Some links that you may find helpful are: 
California Federation - http://www.cfmsinc.org/ 

Rocky Mountain Federation - 
http://www.rmfms.org 

and the Rock & Gem website  - 
http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-
display/?ShowState=ALL 

 

 



  

www.snvgms.org 

Southern Nevada Gem & Mineral Society 

3111 S. Valley View Blvd, E-125  

Las Vegas, NV 89102 

 

Return Service Requested 

The Southern Nevada Gem and Mineral Society is a non-profit corporation, organized to educate ourselves and 
the community in the science and arts related to rocks, minerals, gems, fossils, and nature in general.  Fostering 
an understanding and appreciation of the physical world, we can use it and protect it for future generations.  

Club Mascot: Rock Wren 

Club Gemstone: Turquoise 

Club Logo: Rocks-R-Us 

Membership is open to anyone with an interest 

in: Rocks, Gems, Geology, Fossils, Lapidary Arts or 

Silversmithing 

Annual Dues: Individual - $25; Family - $35 

Meetings are held the first Monday of the month 

at the Eagles Lodge #1213, 1601 E Washington  

No meeting is held in December.  Instead we have 

our annual awards dinner. 

Visitors are always welcome and bring a friend or 

two. 

Polished Slab Advertising Rates 

Ad Size Six Months Yearly 

Business Card $18 $30 

Quarter Page $48 $90 

Half Page $90 $170 

Full Page $150 $275 

SNGMS Web Page Ads and Links to your Web Page 

are available for additional fees. 

First month is free to club members.  Ads must be 

paid in full prior to publication.  Make checks pay-

able to Southern Nevada Gem & Mineral Society.  

Mail to : SNGMS/Attn: Editor, 3111 S. Valley View 

Blvd, E-125 Las Vegas, NV 89102 


