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                      No Board Meeting scheduled for December 

                             Here are the new 2017 Board : 

 

President:              Wayne Muth 

Vice President:      Beth Jones 

Treasurer:               Frank Timbers 

Secretary:              Lorrilee Stackhouse 

1 Year Board:          Ron Johnson 

Parliamentarian:    Scott Edwards 

 

 
 

To all SNMGM Members: 
 
Welcome to 2017, a new year, a new board, and plenty to do.  
If you did not get to go to the Annual Awards Banquet, it was 
a great get together, and I want to thank everyone for all the 
great food that was brought and everyone’s help.  
 
Looking forward to next year I want to focus I little more on 
our Field Trips. 
We are looking to join some of the trips with the Pahrump 
Group. Anyone that has any suggestions for Sites please bring 
them to the Board Meeting or the General Meeting.  We are 
also looking for volunteers to coordinate these events, which 
will continue to insure safe and pleasurable trips. 
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Board summary, Cont. 

    Shop Talk 

                                   Using Muratic Acid to clean Quartz Crystals 
 

 A few weeks back I came across some quartz crystals I had collected from the Hot Springs, Arkansas area.  

Even though they were clear most had an iron oxide rusty stain coating the surface of the crystals.  After 

some thoughts and research on how to get rid of the stain I thought I’d soak them in some Muratic Acid. 

It’s a diluted Hydrochloric Acid used to clean swimming pools and masonry of the rust and calcium car-

bonate that builds up. It’s sold at most hardware stores in plastic one gallon containers. It’s an acid so 

always observe the safety precautions and wear the appropriate gloves and have adequate ventilation.  

Place the stones in a large plastic container with a lid and cover the crystals with the liquid acid. In my 

case, I let the solution work for about a week , pored off the liquid into another container, careful not to 

splash any of the acid on me, then washed the specimens several time  with running water.  The old solu-

tion can be discarded, used to clean the driveway or just poured outside and diluted with water. The crys-

tals came out almost perfect , some still had a slight rusty film on them that rubbed off easily.  I only use a 

solution one time as it loses its effectiveness rather quickly. Hope this works for you, just keep in mind 

that the acid will dissolve the carbonates like calcite so check your specimens carefully and do a small test 

if in doubt. Be Safe.      Del Walkenshaw   

  

 

 

                                                  (2017 Board ) 
1 year Board remaining:          Steve Wilson 

2 year Board Remaining:          John Stackhouse 

3 year Board:                              Jason Fabbi 
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December summary 

 

                   Great Food, Great Friends, Great Raffle, Great Time !!!!  

             Holiday Party On December 11th  

                                                                            Wayne Muth 

Right now things are not too good with the shop, mostly with the construction in the area.  So it 

has been decided that THE MAJORITY OF CLASSES except for normal cabochon training and use of 

shop equipment, will be cancelled until January.  This should give Harsch Properties a chance to 

complete the improvements to the parking lot and drain in front of the shop.   

 

  

Also due to the construction, the shop will be closed on December 17th and 18th. 

 

 

We will also close the shop on December 24th and 25th, which is a weekend, and December 31st 

and January 1st. On January 2nd the shop is normally closed which is a Monday, but considered a 

Holiday. 

 

 

 

The next Board Meeting will be Thursday January 5th, 6 pm at the shop. 

 

 

The next General Meeting will be Monday January 9th at the Eagles Club.  

 

 

If you have any questions, email us at our club website: 

  

Sngms2013@gmail.com  

--  

Southern Nevada Gem & Mineral Society 

3111 S. Valley View Blvd, E-125 

Las Vegas, NV 89102 
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All the establishments featured on page 4 offer 

discounts to SNGMS members.  Be sure to 

show your membership card when making a 

purchase, and say that the Southern Nevada 

Gem & Mineral Society sent you! 

Gold Rush Prospecting and Adventure 

Tours 

1311 Nevada Hwy. Ste. C 

Boulder City NV 89005 

702-982-7000 

www.goldrushpros.com 

Come Early! 
 

Be sure to come early on General 
Meeting nights, because 
between 5 and 6 PM 
many of our talented 
members exhibit their 
works for your 
admiration and possible 
purchase.  Cabochons, 
beadwork, 
silversmithed and wire 
wrapped jewelry, rock 
slabs, unfinished 
stones, and more are 
usually available. It is a good time to 
chat with other members and catch up 
on their latest creations. 

Discounts Available with your 

SNGMS membership 



 

 

December 2016 the polished slab                     PAGE 5 

 

            Field Trips for January 

                                                                      None Scheduled at this time.  

 

                 As noted in the recent SNGMS News Flash, here’s the link to the Quartzsite  activities: 

 

                                    http://www.desertusa.com/cities/az/quatzsite.html 

 

    

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
                                                               (Continued from page 1) 

In regard to the shop, Ron Johnson who is on the Board, and has done a wonderful job 
with the shop, will continue to coordinate with me on the items that he needs. Right 
now there are a few things going on with improvements of the grounds at the Shop, 
but this is temporary, and we will get new procedures on washing rocks and dumping 
the water.  Please respect the wishes of Harsh Investment Properties, as they have 
asked we do not was the rocks outside of the building.  
 
Again, looking to a great 2017, and having continue success and fun. 
 
 Keep Rocking.    Wayne Muth  

December 2016 
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SNGMS General Meeting 

1st Monday of every month 

(2nd Monday if holiday falls on 
the first Monday) No meeting in 
December. 

Non-members welcome! 

Eagles Lodge 1601 E Washington 
Ave. 

 

Show & Sell   5-6 PM 

General Meeting 6-8 PM 
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W. Sirius Ave. 

3111 So. Valley View Blvd, 

Building E Shop Suite 125 
 
 

W. Desert Inn Rd. 

Finding the Shop Location 
Proceeding west on Desert Inn Road, take the first right past So. Valley View Blvd. into the industrial park area. Drive past the 

building on your right, then jog right, then left and you will be in front of Building E. 

E. Washington Ave. 
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Finding the General Meeting Location 

Eagles Lodge #1213 

1601 E Washington Avenue, Las Vegas, 

NV 

(702) 642-1213 

X 

SNGMS 2016 Meetings 

   Jun   06 General 

Jan 04 General Jul 07 Board 

 28 Board  11 General 

Feb 01 General  28 Board 

Mar 03 Board Aug 01 General 

 07 General Sep 08 Board 

 31 Board  12 General 

Apr 04 General  29 Board 

 28 Board Oct 03 General 

May 02 General Nov 03 Board 

Jun 02 Board  07 General 

Board Meetings at Shop, 3111 S. Valley View 

Blvd. Bldg. E. Suite 125, General  Meetings at 

Eagles Lodge,  1601 E Washington 

The Kids Club meets on the second Sunday of most months at the SNGMS Shop from 3-5. As always, for 
more information, or to volunteer to lead an activity, or to help with an educational event contact 
Mary Beth Paladino at 702-255-1647 
 
 
                          Kids Club meeting is To Be Announced for the month of November 

 

Kids club / education activities 
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                                            New BLM Collecting Rules 

Important: Peggy Sue recently sent this out as a SNGMS New Flash  and it’s worth  repeating. 

Published monthly by: 
 Southern Nevada Gem & Mineral Society 

3111 S. Valley View Blvd, E-125  
Las Vegas, NV 89102 

. 

Attached is information concerning new collecting rules to be implemented by the BLM.  Please read 

and comment to the BLM  by clicking on the GREEN "SUBMIT A FORMAL COMMENT" link on the page 

accessed thru this link: 

  

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2016/12/07/2016-29244/paleontological-resources-

preservation 

  

Comment period closes on JAN 6, 2017! 

  

This info from: Mike Nelson, Colorado Springs Mineralogical Society, RMFMS PLAC Chairman 

  

You can also access this information on the http://www.rmfms.org/ website 
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Classes have been suspended for December due to the construction in front of the shop. 

 

 

Wire wrapping, led by Sue Moore meets on most Mondays (except for the General Meeting night).  Hours 
for the class are 5 - 8 PM.  There will be  no Wire Wrapping class for December. Beading class is the third 
Monday of the month. For more information call Pat Skeary 702-630-6796.  

Silver Smithing meets every Tuesday at 5 PM, with Bill Lemmon leading the class. This class is suitable for 
beginners, and also for intermediate to advanced students. . 

Faceting classes are continuing on Sunday morning from 8 - Noon and are open to new students at this 
time. Please contact Sue Moore in advance to see if a machine is available. If you use club machines they 
are $5 an hour, no class fee. 

Scott Edwards is teaching Metalsmithing  and Miscellaneous Lapidary Arts every Saturday from 8-10 . 

Another knapping session will be organized. Watch for the announcement. The contact is Michael 
Kisner, (702) 285-2032.  

Wire wrapping, beading, metal smithing, flint knapping, and silver smithing have a very modest 
donation of $5.00 per session, that goes to the club. Faceting is $5.00 an hour, the cost of faceting 
machine use, or a flat $5.00 if you use your own machine. Other class donations may vary, depending on 
what is included in the class. All donations go to SNGMS, all instructors volunteer their time and 
expertise to help extend the knowledge of our members. 

  

                       January 09,2017 SNGMS General Meeting, 5pm for Show and Sell. 
  

  

  

Please if you hear of any SNGMS member in need of a bit of sunshine due to accident, illness, 

death in the family or other need, call Beth Jones at 702-505-5819 or email her at 

Punkyjones@hotmail.com (please put SNGMS Sunshine in the Subject) 

 

 

from Beth Jones 

mailto:Punkyjones@hotmail.com
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Sunday  12 noon –5 PM 

Monday Closed 

Tuesday Closed ** 

Wednesday 12 noon - 9 PM 

Thursday  12 noon –9 PM 

Friday 12 noon - 9 PM 

Saturday 10 am – 6 PM 

SNGMS Workshop 

Schedule 

Please, under no circumstances, park in front of Unit 124 or Unit 126 (the units next to the 

Shop). The owners of the units come in at odd hours and need access to their parking 

spaces. There is ample parking across from the Shop that is not in front of any unit. 

P
h

o
to

s co
u

rte
sy o

f C
aity Stackh

o
u

se
 

Shop Fee  

All equipment is now metered and charge will be: 

$0.50 per 1/10 hour actual use. 

SHOP Information 

** open Tuesday following 

General meeting 

Remember you must have paid for one hour use of the shop equipment 

during the month to be eligible to enter. The winners receive free shop 

time. Next Cabochon contest will be announced at the January  9th General 

Meeting.  
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If you have a December birthday please bring something for the 

refreshment table at the January meeting. 

A hearty welcome to members who joined or rejoined SNGMS . 

We look forward to getting to know you better 

. 

 

Brian Anderson, Tina Bates, William Billman, Alessandra Briceno, Marco Briceno, Nicholas Briceno, 

Valeria Briceno, Deborah Daly, Brittany Dean, James Dean, Nency Diaz-Soto, Ryan Dunlap, Ali Ess-

Haghabadi, Lawrence Greco, Duane Hashimoto, Patricia Hashimoto, Kristin Hasting, Kaitlyn Hickin-

botham, Jeffery A. Justice, Joy Justice, Jeffery J. Justice, Sami Khan, Curt Krohn, Cindy Krohn, Nicho-

las Lash, Aiden Martinez, Zayden Martinez, Anita McClellan, Stanley McCoy, Danny Nelson, Benita 

Persaud, Francelia Roman de Gallup, Kathy Rynd,Sean Sieloff, Ralph Tryon, James Walkenshaw, Gar-

rett Watson, Melissa Watson, Vern Jr. Watson, John Wells, James Wendel 

 

 

Debera Altergott, Steven Altergott, Bob Belcher, Dan Brooks, James Cantu, Flyn Cooley, Alexis Costa 

Rica, Mason Costa Rica, Alexander Dickinson, Joshua Dickinson, Tony Duran, Todd Esgue, Don Evans, 

Cecilia Farinaro, Ronald Fetcho, Andrew Fogde, Shannon Funk, Judith Gronotte, Shane Hayes, Kaitlyn 

Hickinbotham, Mona Howell, Randy Huffine, Tim Jr. Johnson, Mitch LaFortune, Nicholas Lash, Paula 

Lawlor, Caroline Leone, Patty Leppert, kevin Lewis, Greg Lynd, Simon Meiklejohn, John Miller, Mae 

Norwood, Tami Oliver, Ernie Parrish, Frances Persaud, Danny Prince, Sharon Rogow, Shawn Savage, 

Ron Schmidt, Terry Smith, Paula Spears, Doug Storseth, Frances Stratton, Mark Strickland, Jmaes Tes-

ta, Del Walkenshaw, Gary Webb, Kim Winters, C. T. Yu   
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Upcoming Shows 
Stay cool, and plan to attend shows in the Fall. 
There are rock clubs throughout the United States 
and the computer is your friend in finding 
information about clubs and shows.  Just search 
for the area you are interested in and rock club and 
you should find plenty to keep you busy, wherever 
you are going. 

Some links that you may find helpful are:  

Quartzsite, Az- http://.desertusa.com/cities/az/
quartzsite.html 

California Federation -  

http://www.cfmsinc.org/ 

Rocky Mountain Federation -  

http://www.rmfms.org 

and the Rock & Gem website  -  

http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-

display/?ShowState=ALL 

Committee Chairmen 
 

Bulletin…………………….Del Walkenshaw & Deb Koladziej 

ByLaws…………………….Scott Edwards 

Communications……..Toni Blackwell sngmsnews@gmail.com 

Education………………….Mary Beth Paladino 

Federation………………..Sheri Johnson 

Alt. Federation………....Peggy Sue Moore 

Field Trip…………………..open    

Financial Manager…...George Messenger  

Shop Foreman …….….Ron Johnson 

Historian……………………Jack Toogood 

Hospitality…………………Corinne Silvia 

Inventory…………………..Frank Timbers 

Librarian……………………Caity Stackhouse                

 mynameiscaity@gmail.com 

Membership……………..John Stackhouse 702-239-0437 

New Member Liason...Tony Duran 

Program…………………….Cindy Allison 

Publicity…………………….Scott Edwards 

Raffle…………………………open 

50-50 Raffle……………...Orville and Lisa Weimers  

Refreshments…………...Rita Bergeron 

Rock Stars………………….Mary Beth Paladino…...702-255-1647 

Rock Hounds 

Show Chairperson……..Sheri Johnson 

Sunshine……………….…..Beth Jones 

Webmaster……………....Jack Toogood……….......702-642-4788 

2017 Board of Directors 
President:   Wayne Muth rimwayno@outlook.com 

                    sngms2013@gmail.com 

Vice-President:   Beth Jones sngms2013@gmail.com 

Secretary:   Lorrilee Stackhouse 702-630-6796 

Treasurer:   Frank Timbers 702-228-0889 

  ftimbers@centurylink.net    

Parliamentarian:   Scott Edwards 

One Year Board Remaining: Steve Wilson 

Two Year Board Remaining:  John Stackhouse 

Three Year Board:   Jason Fabbi 

  jjnevada@outlook.com 

Past President/One Year Board:   Peggy Sue Moore 
  

Contact any Board member to volunteer for a posi-

tion, or a Committee Chairman to offer to help on 

their committee. 

http://www.cfmsinc.org/
http://www.cfmsinc.org/
and%20the%20Rock%20&%20Gem%20website%20%20-%20http:/www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?ShowState=ALL
and%20the%20Rock%20&%20Gem%20website%20%20-%20http:/www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?ShowState=ALL
mailto:sngmsnews@gmail.com
mailto:mynameiscaity@gmail.com
mailto:rimwayno@outlook.com
mailto:sngms2013@gmail.com
mailto:sngms2013@gmail.com
mailto:ftimbers@centurylink.net
mailto:jjnevada@outlook.com


 

www.snvgms.org 

Southern Nevada Gem & Mineral Society 

3111 S. Valley View Blvd, E-125  

Las Vegas, NV 89102 

 

Return Service Requested 

  

The Southern Nevada Gem and Mineral Society is a non-profit corporation, organized to educate ourselves 

and the community in the science and arts related to rocks, minerals, gems, fossils, and nature in general.  

Fostering an understanding and appreciation of the physical world, we can use it and protect it for future 

generations.  
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